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Deepavali, the festival of
lights, turned somber for
several Hyderabad resi-
dents this year, as govern-
ment hospitals in the city
reported cases of people
su�ering from �recracker
injuries.

The air in the emergen-
cy block of Sarojini Devi
Eye Hospital was quiet but
tense on Friday (November
1, 2024) morning. Rows of
beds lined the Female Oph-
thalmic Ward (FOW).
Though most were empty,
three young patients were
in the ward, each admitted
within the last 12 hours.
They were young children,

each with bandages over
one or both eyes—a silent
testament to a night of ce-
lebration turned into pain.

Naresh sat beside one of
the beds, watching over his
six-year-old daughter, Sri-
nidhi, as she rested. Just
hours earlier, their Diwali
celebration at their home
in Kismatpur was �lled
with the usual excitement
of sparkles and laughter.
But in a split second, the
joy had turned to alarm.

“She was holding a spar-
kler. Most of it was burnt,
but a piece broke o� at the
end and lodged in her left
eye. She started crying im-
mediately, and we rushed
her here late in the night,”
Naresh recalled.

Doctors at the hospital
had attended to Srinidhi.
“They ran some tests, and
we’re waiting for the re-
sults. If everything’s clear,
they’ll discharge her by
evening,” Naresh added.

The Sarojini Devi Eye
Hospital received 50 pa-
tients who su�ered from �-
recracker injuries between
Deepavali night and Friday
morning. Among these,
eight were admitted for
further treatment. Accord-
ing to Superintendent of
SD Eye Hospital Modini
Pandharpurkar the admit-
ted patients include �ve
adults and three children.

While the adults sus-
tained minor injuries, two
children had foreign parti-

cles lodged in their cor-
neas, necessitating minor
surgical procedures.

Dr. Modini reassured
that the admitted patients
are in stable condition and
expected to be discharged
within the next two days.
“Compared to last year, the
number of cases is relative-
ly low, but we anticipate a
few more cases today and
tomorrow, including possi-
ble referrals from nearby
districts,” she noted.

On October 31, the hos-
pital recorded 213 outpa-
tients, 100 inpatients, 16
new admissions, 62 dis-
charges, and 35 emergency
cases. 

She further advised the
public to either refrain

from bursting �recrackers
or take necessary precau-
tions, highlighting the
health risks associated
with the pollution caused
by concentrated bursts of
smoke and particulate mat-
ter. “The air pollution from
�recrackers can lead to res-
piratory issues,” she
warned.

Elsewhere in the city,
Osmania General Hospital
and Gandhi Hospital also
reported that patients had
been admitted in the hos-
pitals with �recracker inju-
ries. “Seven patients have
been admitted with �re-
cracker-related injuries,”
Superintendent of Osma-
nia General Hospital Ra-
kesh Sahay said.

Cracker injuries mar festivities for families in city 
Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Disas-
ter Response and Fire Ser-
vices received a total of 33
�re-cracker-related dis-
tress calls on Deepavali, in-
cluding three major ones,
said the o�cials from the
�re control room.

One of the major mis-
haps was reported on
Street Number 18 of Hi-
mayar Nagar, where a �at
on the third �oor was gut-
ted. No major injuries were
reported in any of the
mishaps.

O�cials said that they
received 26 cracker-related
calls in Hyderabad in the
24 hours till 12 a.m. on Dee-
pavali. “We responded to
12 more calls after mid-
night,” an o�cial said. 

Explaining the Himayat
Nagar �re, o�cers said that
the G+4 apartment was lo-
cated in Street Number 18.
The family left the �at with
diyas still burning. Preli-
minary investigation sug-
gests that clothing must
have caught �re from there
and the entire �at went up
in �ames, said an o�cial. 

Man rescued 
Three �re tenders were
rushed to the spot to put
out the �re after a distress
call was received at 10.34
p.m. Residents of the
building spilled out upon
noticing the smoke and
�ames. One person stuck
on the same �oor was res-
cued. He could not step
out due to the heat from
the �re, added the o�cer. 

Two more major mis-
haps were reported in Sa-
roor Nagar and
Hayathnagar. 

In Hayathnagar’s Vi-
nayak Nagar, a man sus-

tained �re injuries on his
hand and was rushed to
hospital even before the
�re tenders turned up. The
mishap was a cracker-relat-
ed incident and was re-
ported on the �rst �oor of
a building, said the o�cial.

Meanwhile, Eastwood
Furniture in Saroornagar
was gutted in �ames on
Deepavali night. The place
was empty on the occasion
of the festival. 

Other mishaps were re-
ported at an electrical
shop in RP road, Secunde-
rabad and a coconut tree
caught �re in Domalguda.

Police attend 357 calls
The Hyderabad police res-
ponded to 357 dial 100
calls about noise pollution
on Deepavali day on Oc-
tober 31.

DCP of (SMIT) K. Shilpa-
valli said that of the total
1,005 dial-100 calls, 357
were about noise pollu-
tion. “Of the 357, 25-30%
were repeat ones,” she
explained.

As per the data shared
by the police, the highest
number of calls (68) were
received from the West

Zone of Hyderabad, which
includes areas such as Ban-
jara Hills, Jubilee Hills and
Panjagutta. The least num-
ber of calls (31), were from
the South Zone, which in-
cludes Charminar, Mir-
chowk, Chatrinaka and
Falaknuma.

To curb noise pollution,
Hyderabad City Police
Commissioner C.V. Anand
had issued a directive limit-
ing the use of high-decibel
crackers in public areas
and on roads during Dee-
pavali. As per the memo,
crackers could only be
burst between 8 p.m. and
10 p.m., and even then,
had to adhere to Supreme
Court noise level guide-
lines. The decision came in
response to numerous
noise pollution complaints
received by the police’s
100 helpline.

The police categorised
crackers into ‘sound emit-
ting’ and ‘sound and light
emitting’ types. While the
former were banned in pu-
blic spaces except during
the speci�ed hours, the lat-
ter could not exceed 55 de-
cibels during daytime in re-
sidential areas.

Fire, police services attend
390 cracker-related distress
calls on Deepavali day

Naveen Kumar
HYDERABAD

People light firecrackers during Deepavali celebrations in

Hyderabad on Thursday night. The city police responded to 357

calls about noise pollution on the festival day. G. RAMAKRISHNA 

NEARBY
�

PMEAC CHIEF

Prominent economist
Bibek Debroy no more
NEWS » PAGE 10

DIASPORA OUTREACH 

Trump, Harris extend
Deepavali greetings
WORLD » PAGE 14

DAZZLING DUO

Jadeja, Washington
spin out NZ for 235
SPORT » PAGE 21

LADKI BAHIN YOJANA

Bruised by a
populist promise 
Attacks on public sector
bank employees in
Maharashtra spark row 

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 9

I
ndia’s Gross Goods
and Services Tax
(GST) collections sur-

passed ₹1.87 lakh crore in
October, marking the se-
cond highest monthly col-
lections on record, with
growth rebounding to
8.9% in October from Sep-
tember’s 40-month low
uptick of 6.5%.

Net revenues, after fac-
toring in refunds, grew at a
slower pace of 7.9% to a tad
over ₹1.68 lakh crore in Oc-
tober. However, this also
marked a recovery from
September’s growth rate of
3.9% which was the slow-
est so far in 2024-25.

Last month’s GST reve-
nues were only eclipsed by
the April 2024 collection of
₹2.1 lakh crore. Despite the
improved growth �gure,

GST revenues so far conti-
nue to undershoot the
Budget 2024-25 math,
which factored in a rise of
about 11% in net revenues.

In October, growth in
gross revenues from dom-
estic transactions im-
proved to 10.6% from
about 6% a month earlier,
while import revenues

grew at a much milder
pace of 3.9% in October,
halving from September’s
8% uptick. Net domestic
receipts in October, from
transactions in September,
were up 8.7%, almost dou-
ble the 4.5% recorded in
the preceding month.

Overall revenues from
GST, prior to refunds, in

the �rst seven months of
this year, now stand at
₹12.74 lakh crore, 9.4% over
the corresponding period
of 2023-24. Net revenues,
after refunds, are also up
9% at over ₹11.27 lakh
crore, show o�cial
numbers.

Deep variations 
Amid the headline im-
provement in domestic
transactions, variations
among States deepened
signi�cantly relative to the
previous month, with a do-
zen States growing faster
than the 10.6% national av-
erage growth in domestic
revenues, a dozen under-
performing that pace, and
�ve States recording a con-
traction in gross GST re-
ceipts from a year ago.

GST receipts’ growth picks
up again, but still o� target
Revenues surpass ₹1.87 lakh crore in October, marking the second highest monthly collections;

despite improved �gure, the accruals so far continue to undershoot Budget 2024-25 estimates

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI
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Hyderabad’s air quality de-
teriorated to hazardous le-
vels on Thursday night as
citizens celebrated Deepa-
vali with gusto, bursting
crackers and lighting �re-
works. The 10 p.m. outer li-
mit for bursting crackers
imposed by the Hyderabad
Police went for a toss as ae-
rial pyrotechnics lit up the
sky.

The particulate matter
pollution of 2.5 microns/
m3 (PM2.5) reached a high
of 475 at the U.S. Consulate
observatory; in Kapra it
reached 454, and in the
partially functioning moni-
toring station of Sanathna-
gar, it was 472. Five of the
Central Pollution Control
Board real-time monitor-
ing stations at Zoo Park,
Bollarum, Patancheru, So-
majiguda and Sanathnagar
went offline just as the air

quality began to deterio-
rate around 10 p.m.

The PM10, or particu-
late matter of 10 microns/
m3, reached a high of 605
at Ramachandrapuram on
the fringes of the city. The
pollution levels peaked af-
ter 10 p.m. before drop-
ping back to the normal
range. The Sanathnagar
observatory logged the
maximum of 472 PM2.5 af-
ter it came back online at 1

a.m. on Friday. It shows a
blank between 10 p.m. and
1 a.m. for PM2.5 while it
was recording other pa-
rameters like nitrogen
dioxide, Sulphur dioxide,
carbon monoxide and
ozone. In 2022, the Sanath-
nagar monitoring station
was the only functioning
monitoring station and it
had recorded PM2.5 at 759
at 10 p.m. on October 24,
Deepavali that year.

Air quality across city
deteriorates to hazardous
levels on Deepavali 
Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

Motorists pass through a smoke-filled street as shopkeepers

celebrate Deepavali by lighting firecrackers in Hyderabad on

Thursday. NAGARA GOPAL 

Call to focus on
people’s rights

HYDERABAD

More than a hundred civil

society activists and

intellectuals from various parts

of the country, under the

umbrella of the ‘National

Forum of Urban Struggles’

have called for a review of the

Musi Riverfront Development

Project, which is being pursued

by the government. » Page 5

Marathon public
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KARIMNAGAR

The State-wide household

survey to will determine the

socio-economic and caste

details of the entire population

in the State is slated to begin

on November 6, Chairman

Backward Classes Commission

G. Niranjan said. » Page 6

Ninety-nine of the 265 ci-
ties for which Air Quality
Index (AQI) data were
available on the Central
Pollution Control Board
website reported “poor”
air quality on Friday (data
for 24 hours prior to 4 p.m.
on this day). An AQI value
of 200 or above corres-
ponded to “poor” quality. 

Thirteen cities, includ-
ing Delhi, Gurugram, and
Ghaziabad in the National
Capital Territory Region,
recorded “very poor” air
quality — AQI of 300 or
above.

Defying �recracker ban
Ambala in Haryana record-
ed the highest AQI of 367
followed by Amritsar in
Punjab (350), while Delhi’s
average AQI was 339.

These 24 hours corres-
ponded to the period
when Deepavali revellers
took to burning crackers,
defying a ban on it in plac-
es such as Delhi. People

burnt crackers before 4
p.m. on Thursday as well.

On Thursday, the num-
ber of cities that had “very
poor” and “poor” air qual-
ity was relatively fewer —

six, including Delhi (se-
cond highest AQI of 328),
and 43, respectively. On
Wednesday, a day prior to
Deepavali celebrations, on-
ly Delhi registered “very

poor” air quality with an
AQI of 307. The number of
cities with “poor” AQI was
even fewer — 24, almost all
of them in North India.

Large cities such as
Mumbai, Chennai, Benga-
luru and Hyderabad regis-
tered a “moderate” AQI on
Friday, but even among
them, the AQI values had
jumped from those regis-
tered on October 30. Data
from 2023 corresponding
to Deepavali celebrations
show that Delhi’s AQI was
high at 358 on November
12, corresponding to a “ve-
ry poor” air quality, jump-
ing from 218 (“poor”) the
previous day. 

Similar to this year, 53
and 85 cities had “very
poor” and “poor” AQI res-

pectively on November 12-
13 as compared with eight
and 42 cities the previous
day.

Pollution during winter
In cities such as Delhi and
others in northern India,
pollution levels peak dur-
ing the winter season due
to emissions from vehicles,
industries, garbage burn-
ing, and construction
work, besides stubble
burning after the paddy
season in neighbouring
States, with particles being
trapped in the cold air. 

Unfavourable winds in
the early winter months
that don’t �ush the pollu-
tants out also lead to a fas-
ter build-up. Firecracker
burning has also contribut-
ed to exacerbating air qual-
ity during this period. 

On Friday, Delhi’s
Anand Vihar station re-
corded its 10th highest
concentration of PM2.5
this year (273.04 micro-
grams per cubic metre) if
24-hour values were
considered.

Air quality turns ‘poor’ in 99 cities across India
The Hindu Data Team
CHENNAI

13 cities, including
Delhi, Gurugram and
Ghaziabad in the
NCR, recorded ‘very
poor’ air quality —
with an AQI of 300
or above, on Friday
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A day of revelry in the city turned fatal for
a 23-year-old student who was killed after
the car he was travelling in rammed into a
divider on the Outer Ring Road (ORR) near
Vattinagulapally on Thursday evening. 

Six others sustained critical injuries in
the accident. 

The deceased was identi�ed as Mohd
Abdul Rehan, a student from Falaknuma
of Hyderabad. Those injured include Asim
Ahmed Khan, Syed Magdoom Masood,
Shaik Su�yan Ali, Md. Ibrahim, Abdul Wa-
sif and Syed Saif, all aged between 20-25
years, who are undergoing treatment in
private hospitals in the area. 

According to the police, the men were
travelling from old city to Sangareddy in a
SUV driven by Md. Ibrahim. 

One killed, six injured
in Gachibowli accident 

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

I
n view of the Sadar Ut-
sav Mela at YMCA, Na-
rayanaguda, sche-

duled from 7 p.m. on
November 2 to 3 a.m. on
November 3, the Hydera-
bad Tra�c Police an-
nounced tra�c diversions
around the venue.

As per the advisory, traf-
�c from Ramkote, Lingam-
pally, Old MLA Quarters,
Vittalwadi, RTC X Road,
Narayanaguda X Road,
Baghlingampally Colony,
Barkathpura Chaman, and
Lingampally X Road to-
wards YMCA will be divert-
ed via alternate routes. 

The RTC buses travell-

ing from Chilakalguda and
Ashok Nagar towards Koti
(DM&HS) will also be di-

verted. Visitors attending
the Sadar Mela are advised
to park their vehicles at
Keshav Memorial College
grounds, which has a ca-
pacity for 400 four-wheel-
ers and 400 two-wheelers.

Plea to citizens

Citizens have been asked to
plan their travel according-
ly and use alternative
routes to avoid congestion
around the YMCA area
during the aforementioned
timings. 

The Hyderabad Tra�c
Police urged cooperation
from people and requested
them to contact the Tra�c
Police Helpline number:
9010203626 for any com-
muting-related issues.

Tra�c diversions for
today’s Sadar Utsav 

Yadav community members

getting ready to participate in

Sadar festival in Hyderabad. 

G RAMAKRISHNA 

Visitors advised to park vehicles at Keshav Memorial College grounds

which has a capacity for 400 four-wheelers and 400 two-wheelers

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD
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SPOTLIGHT

P
ochampally Komuraiah sits by his
weathered kiln, the faint warmth from
his Diwali diya sales already fading
and his gaze �xed on an uncertain ho-

rizon. A potter from Bhupathipur village in Te-
langana’s Peddapalli district, the 65-year-old’s
hands still shape clay with a skill honed across
generations, yet his livelihood faces the threat of
dwindling patronage. The number of potters in
this village, once a bustling pottery hub, where
80 families used to thrive on their craft, has re-
duced to just two — Komuraiah is among the last,
carrying the torch of tradition against the gusts of
rapid urbanisation.

With his son having migrated to Dubai in
search of greener pastures a few years ago, Kom-
uraiah says he stands alone in sustaining his an-
cestors’ craft. The Telangana government’s up-
coming statewide socio-economic survey from
November 6 has given him a glimmer of hope, a
potential boost for artisans like him who rely on
pottery’s quiet but essential presence in daily life
— from clay pots for weddings to ceremonial ear-
thenware for village goddesses. “I make clay pots
for toddy tappers too,” he notes underlining the
importance of pottery intertwined with other
traditional occupations.

The survey’s promise of government interven-
tion is a small ray in the veteran potter’s life. “We
are pinning hopes on the upcoming kula ganana
to ascertain the socio-economic status of rural ar-
tisans and government’s policy interventions to
give a �llip to traditional occupations,” he says.

Weight of unful�lled promises

The last intensive household survey — Samagra
Kutumba survey — conducted on a single day in
August 2014 by the previous Bharat Rashtra Sa-
mithi (BRS) regime, had also stirred hope among
artisans like Komuraiah, promising new support
for traditional crafts and livelihood opportuni-
ties. Yet, for many, those promises never mate-
rialised. Some potters, disheartened, turned to
farming or other trades.

“My son, who was working for a private com-
pany in Hyderabad then, had to hire a vehicle
and rush to our village, along with his wife and
children, to participate in that household sur-
vey,” he recalls, adding, “We, however, did not
receive any bene�t from it.”

Bakkaiah, another resident of Bhupathipur,
hopes that the new survey will document the per-
centage of Backward Classes (BCs) in the popula-
tion, paving the way for determining quotas in lo-
cal body elections — a step that he believes could
lead to much-needed economic and political em-
powerment for BCs.

“I toil in the palm grove every day to earn a li-
velihood by tapping toddy, enduring the risks of
falling from Thati (palm) trees that are 30 to 40
feet high. My daily earnings are less than ₹250,”
says 48-year-old Burra Srinivas Goud from Irukul-
la village in Karimnagar rural mandal.

“There are around 500 palm trees in and
around our village, but only about 25 members of
our community depend on toddy tapping for
their livelihood. My son distanced himself from
the traditional occupation due to the grueling,
risky task of climbing tall palm trees,” he rues,
adding he will apply for safety kits that the Telan-
gana government is distributing under the ‘Kata-

mayya Rakshaka Kavacham’ scheme.
“The upcoming caste survey should be con-

ducted scienti�cally to gather accurate data for
implementing real welfare measures that uplift
weaker sections, including BCs,” suggests Na-
rayana, another villager.

In a wave of migration a decade ago, many
�ocked to their native villages in Telangana to
take part in the State government’s Intensive
Household Survey (IHS) on August 19, 2014.
Aimed at compiling socio-economic data for tar-
geted welfare programmes, the survey required
residents to be physically present at their native
residences, creating challenges, especially for
low-wage workers who had moved to urban cen-
ters like Hyderabad in search of employment.

Thousands undertook long, arduous journeys
with essential documents like Aadhaar, ration,
and voter ID cards in hand to ensure their inclu-
sion. Among them was autorickshaw driver Rat-
lavath Dasru, who travelled from Karmanghat in
Hyderabad to Cherukupalle in Nalgonda district,
about 120 kilometres away. “We had to go back to
our village with all necessary documents, as di-
rected by the government, to ensure our inclu-
sion in the records,” he explains. 

Cherukupalle, a village of 6,000, saw an in�ux
of residents returning from places like Kalvakur-
thy, Nalgonda, and Hyderabad, many of whom
had to leave work temporarily to avoid the risk of
exclusion.

For others, the fear of losing access to essen-
tial welfare bene�ts spurred even greater sacri�c-
es. Uppula Ravindra Chary, who lives in Patanch-
eru near Hyderabad, recounts making the trip to
his native village, Nallabelli, in Warangal district
with his family. “We rushed to our village as we
feared that our names might be struck o� ration
cards or other essential records if we did not
show up,” he says, noting that many of his
friends and acquaintances from Hyderabad and
Warangal also returned to their respective
hometowns.

M. Adinarayana Reddy experienced a similar
urgency, returning to Nallabelli with his wife and
two children, anxiously awaiting the enumera-
tors at their ancestral home. “The government’s
intense publicity created a sense of urgency, and
many feared future complications if their details
weren’t recorded. People waited at home, post-
poning other important work to ensure they
didn’t miss their turn,” Reddy says. 

He notes that one villager, Macherla Rajender,
who works in Bhiwandi, Maharashtra, made the
long journey back to Telangana to ensure his
name remained in the records. 

Jeevan Rao, another villager, shares that his
nephew, a software engineer based in Bengalu-
ru, had also travelled back for the survey.

Rushed e�orts

The single-day survey, designated a public holi-
day under the Negotiable Instruments Act, pre-
sented severe logistical challenges. For those
working far from their native villages, the re-
quirement was especially demanding. 

While some had family members to represent
them, many migrants felt compelled to attend in
person, fearing exclusion from welfare schemes.
Despite promise of a thorough process, the
rushed arrangement left many facing additional

�nancial burdens, from travel expenses to loss of
work hours.

To gather accurate data from around 4 crore
residents in just one day, the government mobil-
ised nearly 4 lakh personnel, including Anganwa-
di workers and Accredited Social Health Activists,
police, and other o�cials. They collected data on
94 items across eight broad categories, from Aad-
haar and ration cards to caste certi�cates and
vehicle registration details. Equipped with mini-
mal training, the enumerators canvassed house-
holds, with each session lasting at least 15
minutes.

While the then BRS government touted the
survey as a landmark e�ort to streamline welfare
programmes and prevent leakages, the com-
pressed timeline drew criticism. Many noted that
the frontline workers, under signi�cant time
pressure, began collecting much of the data a day
or two earlier.

An engineering college faculty member, roped
in as an enumerator, shares that he, along with
150 colleagues, covered numerous households
each, without receiving any honorarium. “I had
to ask my sister to provide my documents at our
native village while I was out on duty,” he says,
underscoring the logistical hurdles involved.

According to o�cial sources, the then Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao introduced sever-

al welfare schemes
such as sheep dis-
tribution on subsi-
dy, free �sh seed
distribution, and
Rythu Bandhu,
based on analysis
of data collected
through the 2014
survey.

Although the
government main-
tained that partici-
pation in the sur-
vey was voluntary,
many travelled

from distant places, fearing that they would lose
out on major welfare schemes.

A new approach

Now, the stage is set for the commencement of
Telangana’s �rst comprehensive socio-economic,
educational, political, and caste census, from No-
vember 6. Over 80,000 enumerators, primarily
teachers and 10,000 supervisors will survey ev-
ery household across the State, creating a de-
tailed database of all families. Data collection will
take three weeks, followed by an additional three
weeks for compiling explanatory notes, revisiting
missing households, and distributing completed
questionnaires with the signature of the head of
the family. These records will then be stored at
mandal headquarters for future reference.

Following the survey, there would be random
household checks for two weeks to verify the
authenticity of information. Altogether, the two
phases, including data processing, are expected
to take around eight weeks, based on a tentative
schedule. This plan was prepared after reviewing
similar survey processes and costs in Karnataka,
Bihar, and Andhra Pradesh.

In Karnataka, for instance, the government
spent ₹162 crore to survey 1.35 crore households
over 50 days, gathering physical data. Andhra
Pradesh conducted a similar survey over 15 days
in a fully digital format, though exclusive expen-
diture was not listed. In Bihar, the General Admi-
nistration department covered 2.77 crore house-
holds, with 15 days allocated for house listing and
30 days for enumeration, totaling a 45-day survey
period. Telangana has allocated ₹150 crore for its
comprehensive survey, anticipated to be com-
pleted within two months.

Aiming for accuracy, inclusivity

During the Budget session in July, Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy announced plans for a State-
wide caste census and led the State Legislature to
pass a resolution following a �ve-hour debate.
The resolution committed to a comprehensive
household survey across Telangana, encompass-
ing socio-economic, educational, employment,

political, and caste details to better address the
needs of socially and educationally backward
classes, SCs, and STs, as mandated by various
constitutional provisions.

The move aligns with senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s call for a caste census as the basis
for equitable policymaking, advocating for com-
munity representation based on population. Ad-
dressing a rally in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, he
stressed the need to revisit the 50% cap on reser-
vations to ensure fair representation in govern-
ment and education.

Inspired by Gandhi’s stance, Chief Minister
Reddy initiated steps after extensive consulta-
tions with o�cials, including the Backward Class-
es Commission. A detailed 50-point question-
naire has been prepared to collect data on each
family’s social, �nancial, and educational status,
along with caste information, with a particular fo-
cus on enabling proportionate reservations for
BCs in upcoming local body elections.

Analysts say a caste census has become essen-
tial, as population �gures for BCs have been
vague, often in�uenced by political calculations
of respective ruling parties. While there is clarity
over the SC and ST populations, the same is not
true for BCs. This uncertainty complicates the
equitable distribution of reservation bene�ts to
these communities.

“There has not been a scienti�c study on the
number of BCs for long. The census has become
imperative due to increasing social aspirations of
these groups over the years,” says senior journal-
ist and analyst Telakapalli Ravi.

A social audit is now necessary to provide sta-
tistical support through a comprehensive data-
base, which the government’s planned survey
aims to achieve. Senior o�cials say this survey is
intended to assess the social backward indicators
of the backward sections, allowing for a detailed
examination of their challenges and the develop-
ment of targeted policy interventions.

The Samagra Kutumba Survey conducted in
2014 mobilised the entire State apparatus to build
a comprehensive household database to aid va-
rious government departments in e�ciently tar-
geting welfare programmes. Its aim was to ensure
that the bene�ts of schemes reached the right re-
cipients and minimised leakages in
implementation.

However, that survey excluded large sections
of the population, such as those owning more
than �ve acres of land, employees of State and
Central governments, and PSUs, major business
owners, income tax payers, outsourced sta�, and
those with homes having more than three rooms,
thereby leaving signi�cant gaps in the data.

Conducting the survey in a single day also
drew criticism from o�cials, who argued that it
was unfeasible. The �ve-page questionnaire re-
quired over 20 minutes per household, meaning
that each o�cial needed to work for around 18
hours non-stop to cover the 40-plus households
assigned to them. 

That impacted the credibility of the data,
which remains unpublished, prompting some ci-
tizens to seek legal intervention to access it.

Learning from those challenges, the Congress
government now is said to have taken steps to en-
sure that the current survey’s schedule allows
enough time for enumerators and supervisors to
gather accurate details. The data collection will
primarily be digital, with a printed questionnaire
provided to each family.

This caste survey gains signi�cance following
the Supreme Court’s recent approval to categor-
ise SCs into A, B, C, and D groups. The govern-
ment has formed a Cabinet sub-committee to to
work out modalities for its implementation. The
proposed caste census, primarily for preparing a
scienti�c database of di�erent caste groups and
population of the sub castes within the commun-
ity, has become crucial as the data will also be
useful for SC categorisation, making the job ea-
sier for the government.

BC Commission chairman G. Niranjan and oth-
er members have already started touring districts
to conduct open sessions with di�erent caste
groups. “We should have comprehensive data-
base of the communities in the State. The High
Court has also sought the same,” Niranjan says.

Pochampally Komuraiah, a traditional potter, at his shed in Bhupathipur village of Peddapalli district; toddy tapper Burra Srinivas Goud climbing a palm tree in Irukulla village of Karimnagar district. People pursuing traditional occupations are looking forward to the State government’s

comprehensive household survey, set to begin on November 6, will cover socio-economic, educational, employment, political, and caste details to better address needs of socially and educationally backward classes, SCs, and STs, as mandated by constitutional provisions. P. SRIDHAR

New survey o�ers a
ray of renewed hope
Telangana government’s announcement of an intensive socio-economic survey has sparked fresh anticipation

among rural communities, rekindling memories of the 2014 Samagra Kutumba Survey — a tense, single-day

event carried out by the then BRS government. P. Sridhar, P. Laxma Reddy, and M. Rajeev journey through

rural parts of the State to gauge local sentiment and expectations surrounding the upcoming survey

There has
been no
scienti�c
study on the
number of
BCs for long.
The census
has become
imperative
due to
increasing
social
aspirations
of these
groups over
the years.

TELAKAPALLI
RAVI,
Senior journalist
and analyst

The upcoming caste
survey should be
conducted scienti�cally
to gather accurate data
for implementing real
welfare measures that
uplift weaker sections.

NARAYANA,
Resident, Irukulla village,
Karimnagar rural mandal
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SOUTH INDIAN CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION(SICA) 66th ANNUAL
ART FESTIVAL- 2024 Daily @ 6.30pm
at Ravindra Bharathi 2/11/2024 Prince
Rama Varma Vocal 3/11/2024 Smt.
Sudha Raghunadhan. Vocal 4/11/2024
Rudrapatnam Bros. Vocal 5/11/2024
Sri Sikkil C Gurucharan Vocal
6/11/2024 Sri Sankaran Nambudhiri.
Vocal 7/11/2024 Kum A Kanyakumari
Violin 8/11/2024 Smt.Deepika Reddy
Dance Ballet. Admission free for mem-
bers. Others may Contact:
9440884863, 9247721233
/9849003539

M
ore than a
hundred civil so-
ciety activists and

intellectuals from various
parts of the country have
called for a review of the
Musi Riverfront Develop-
ment Project, which is be-
ing pursued steadfastly by
the State government.

Coming together under
the umbrella of the ‘Na-
tional Forum of Urban
Struggles’, a wing of the
National Alliance of Peo-
ple’s Movements, they re-
leased a document stating
that the project should not
be hurried without de-
tailed project report, all le-
gal compliances and clea-
rances, relief and
rehabilitation and public
consultations.

Commodi�cation
“Musi rejuvenation must
mean preserving the rive-
rine health and hydrologi-
cal wellness, and not open-

ing up urban commons for
capitalist commodi�cation
and real estate.

“Musi needs attention
all along its 267 kilometre
stretch, addressing con-
cerns of people living
alongside and farmers of
64 villages downstream,
who are entitled to pollu-
tion-free water for irriga-
tion,” the statement read.

Led by well-known so-
cial activist Medha Patkar,

the signatories to the docu-
ment also demanded an
end to what they termed as
arbitrary evictions and de-
molitions. Rights to digni-
�ed housing, livelihoods,
education, democratic par-
ticipation of all Musi resi-
dents must be upheld, and
the families already evict-
ed should be fully rehabili-
tated in the vicinity.

Saying that Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy is

proceeding with the pro-
ject without adequate con-
sideration of the numerous
socio-ecological and eco-
nomic dimensions, they
said a project of this scale,
having wide rami�cations
on the State, should not be
pursued in such haste and
without widespread public
consultations.

Organisations involved
Organisations that were re-
presented in the plea in-
clude NAPM, Dalit Bahujan
Front, CHATRI, Human
Rights Forum, People for
Aravallis, Nadi Ghati Mukti
Morcha-India, PUCL-Kar-
nataka, All India Forum for
Right to Education, Avira
Foundation, Jharkhand Ki-
san Parishad, Paryavaran
Suraksha Samithi, Chaita-
nya Mahila Sangham,
Rythu Swarajya Vedika,
Mallanna Sagar Porata Sa-
mithi, Lok Shakti Abhiyan,
River Basin Friends, Cli-
mate Front India, One Bil-
lion Rising Campaign and
others.

Musi revival should focus
on river health, people’s
rights, activists tell govt. 

File picture of houses marked for demolition along the Musi river in

Hyderabad’s Shankarnagar.

Civil society activists led by Medha Patkar say the project should not be hurried without detailed

project report, legal compliances, relief and rehabilitation and public consultations 
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A brief cloudburst in sever-
al localities of the city on
Friday evening brought
tra�c in the western part

of the city to a snail pace,
stranding commuters.

It rained between three
and six cm in over half an
hour in a few areas. Mad-
hapur and Gachibowli re-
corded the highest rainfall

at close to six cm, followed
by Chandanagar at four
cm. Linampally, Boraban-
da, Hafeezpet, Balajinagar,
Kukatpally and Miyapur,
too, were pounded by rain. 

Tra�c slowed down on

several stretches in Kotha-
guda, Gachibowli, Konda-
pur, Madhapur, Lingam-
pally and other areas of
northern and western
parts of the city. 

Tra�c police personnel

stepped in to clear stag-
nant water. The Cyberabad
Tra�c Police posted a clip
on their social media ac-
count in which they were
seen opening a manhole to
drain the water.

Cloudburst brings tra�c to a halt in city’s western part
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

In a breakthrough in the
₹7,000-crore DB Stock
Broking scam, Vijji Jaga-
deesh Chandra Prasad,
who worked as the manag-
er of the Kukatpally branch
of the company, was ar-
rested by the Cyberabad
Economic O�ences Wing
(EOW) on Friday for alleg-
edly conning about a do-
zen investors from Hydera-
bad of ₹7 crore.

The inter-state trading
fraud, allegedly orchestrat-
ed by the owner Deepan-
kar Barman, was un-
earthed in Assam and
found to have links in Hyd-
erabad. Investigation in
Hyderabad began follow-
ing a complaint from 37-
year-old techie Shamai
Panchakshar on Septem-
ber 23.

According to the police,
Chandra Prasad o�ered his
victims schemes with high
interest returns such as
120% in a year and 54% in
six months. After collect-
ing signi�cant amounts
from investors, the compa-
ny shut down operations in
July 2024.

Meanwhile, Another
man was arrested for alleg-
edly conning multiple resi-
dents of Hyderabad of

₹1.45 crore in a real estate
scam. Kancharla Satish
Chandra Gupta, owner of
Sai Surya Developers, was
arrested by the Cyberabad
EOW for selling plots in an
unauthorised layout at Vat-
tinagulapally village. The
arrest follows a complaint
lodged by a Nacharam-
based investor. Notably,
this is not the �rst time
Gupta has scammed peo-
ple. He has 11 criminal cas-
es against him for allegedly
committing crimes with
the same modus operandi. 

According to the police,
Gupta, along with manag-
ing director of M/s Bhagya-
nagar Properties Limited
Narender Surana, fabricat-
ed an unauthorised layout
under the names of ‘Sai
Tulasi Enclave-IV’ and
‘Shanmukha Nivas’ on the
same land in Vattinagula-
pally and made an Agree-
ment for Sale for a plot at
₹3.25 crore. The duo then
collected ₹1.45 crore as ad-
vance from the complai-
nant and went incommuni-
cado.

Man accused of
₹7-crore fraud in
Hyderabad arrested 

According to police,
the accused o�ered
his victims schemes
with high returns
such as 120% a year

The Hindu Bureau
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Several persons who purchased plots within the
Full Tank Level of Ameenpur Lake met
Commissioner of the Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset Protection Agency
(HYDRAA) A.V. Ranganath on Friday and sought
his help in getting compensated by the realtor
who duped them. The victims told him that three
persons, Madhava Reddy, Chandrashekhar and
Koteeswara Rao, showed them the permissions
pertaining to Survey Number 6 and sold plots in
Survey Number 12, which was government land.
They were not informed about cancellation of
permissions later.

Buyers duped by realtor meet
HYDRAA Commissioner 

Governor Jishnu Dev Varma has invited
nominations from individuals and organisations
that have made exemplary contributions to
various �elds for the Governor’s Awards for
Excellence, 2024. Contributions, made between
2019 and 2024, by individuals who are residents
of Telangana and institutions, organisations,
societies and trusts engaged in work in Telangana
will be considered. Principal Secretary
(Governor) Burra Venkatesham told media
persons on Friday that the award nominations
are open in four �elds: environment protection,
welfare of the di�erently-abled, sports and games
and culture. Nominations must be sent to Raj
Bhavan by 5 p.m. November 23. More details can
be had on https://governor.telangana.gov.in/

Nominations for Governor’s
Awards for Excellence open  

The Telangana Gig and Platform Workers’ Union
(TGPWU) has called for a boycott of a ride-hailing
app and demanded uniform fares, and a ban on
unregistered private vehicles operating as taxis.
The union said that the app undermined their
e�orts for fair earnings and was not responsive to
calls for more transparency in policies. Drivers
working through ride-hailing apps had been
seeking transparent fare structures to ensure
consistent earnings, the union added. According
to TGPWU State president Shaik Salauddin,
private vehicles, particularly those with
non-commercial white number plates, should be
barred from operating as taxis. 

Gig workers seeks fair fares,
ban on unregistered taxis 

Outgoing Director-General of the International
Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT) Dr. Jacqueline d’Arros Hughes,
is set to take up the role of Secretary General of
the World Agriculture Forum later this month.
According to a press release from ICRISAT, Dr.
Hughes’ extensive career marked by
groundbreaking work in sustainable agriculture
equips her to steer the WAF towards its mission,
the release said.

ICRISAT D-G to take over as
WAF Secretary General 

Twenty-six police o�cers from the State Police
have been named for ‘Kendriya Grihmantri
Dakshata Padak’ (Home Minister’s Expertise
Medal) for the year 2024. A total of 463 police
personnel of various State and Central
organisations have been named for the award.
The award aims to recognise excellent work,
promote high professional standards and boost
the morale of the o�cers in the �elds of special
operation, investigation, intelligence and forensic
science, a statement read.

26 police personnel to get
Union Home Minister’s medal 
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T
he State govern-
ment passed or-
ders on Thursday

to enhance the diet and
cosmetic charges by 40%
for boarding students in
welfare and residential
hostels of SC/ST, BC and
Minority, and other institu-
tions run by the Telangana
Residential Educational In-
stitutions Society (TREIS).

While the current diet
rate had been ₹950 per
boarder, per month, for
students of Classes 3 to 7,
the enhanced rate will be
₹1,330 (i.e., ₹44.33 from
the existing ₹31.66 per
day), up by ₹380.

For students of Classes 8
to 10 and Intermediate to
PG level, the increased diet
charges will be ₹1,540, a
hike of ₹1,100, and ₹2,100,
a raise of ₹1,500,
respectively.

The new order, being re-
ferred to as the ‘Chief Mi-
nister’s Deepavali gift for
hostellers’, came into ef-
fect from Friday. The revi-

sion is aimed at bene�ting
7,65,705 students. 

The Chief Minister sug-
gested to the authorities to
make changes and addi-
tions in the diet so that stu-
dents are served nutritious
food. He said the new diet
should be made available
within 10 days.

According to o�cials,

the need for improvement
in charges was studied by a
committee led by Principal
Secretary (Education) Bur-
ra Venkatesham. 

The committee, while
comparing di�erent rates
over the years, also exa-
mined the model being fol-
lowed by Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalayas and as per

the dietary guidelines pre-
scribed by the National In-
stitute of Nutrition.

Cosmetic charges, to en-
sure students follow perso-
nal hygiene and health,
saw a hike of over three
times the existing rate. For
girls of Classes 3 to 7, the al-
lowed charges had been
₹55 per boarder, per

month, and ₹75 for those
from Classes 8 to 10. As per
revised charges, it is going
to be ₹175 and ₹275,
respectively.

For boys of Classes 3 to 7
and 8 to 10, including hair
cut charges, the existing
rate was ₹62 per boarder,
per month, and the revised
rate is ₹150 and ₹200,
respectively.

Cosmetic kits, usually
provided every three
months, contain a range
toiletries apart from hair
bands, ribbons and sani-
tary napkins for girl
students.

Minister for Women and
Child Welfare Seethakka,
Congress MPs and Secre-
taries of the Education De-
partment led by Mr. Venka-
tesham, called on Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
in Hyderabad on Friday to
thank him for passing the
much-awaited order. 

The enhancement in
diet and cosmetic charges
will not only encourage
and bene�t students, but
also improve the quality of
education, they said.

Diet, cosmetic charges for govt.
hostel boarders raised by 40%
While current diet rate is ₹950 per boarder, per month, for students of Classes 3 to 7, the enhanced rate will be ₹1,330; 

for students of Classes 8 to 10 and Inter to PG level, increased diet charges will be ₹1,540, and ₹2,100, respectively

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

Most welcome: Minister Seethakka, Congress MPs Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy and Mallu Ravi and

other o�icials with Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy in Hyderabad on Friday. 

Thirty-two students of Tribal Welfare Ashram
School in Asifabad fell ill allegedly after having
contaminated water and food at a government
hostel in Wankidi mandal on Thursday. The
students complained of stomach ache, vomiting
and diarrhoea after they had dinner on October
30. They were immediately taken to a Primary
Health Centre (PHC) in the mandal headquarters,
from where they were shifted to Asifabad
Community Health Centre (CHC). Another batch
of students complained of the same symptoms
on October 31. One of them is in a critical state
and is undergoing treatment in Mancherial, two
are under observation at the Wankidi PHC and 29
others were discharged. Sources said that the
issue could be triggered due to contaminated
water. The borewell of the government school,
run by the Tribal Welfare Department, is beside a
drainage pipeline, the sources added.

32 students of tribal welfare
school in Asifabad take ill

INBRIEF
�

Minister for Agriculture
Tummala Nageswara Rao
has instructed the authori-
ties of the Marketing De-
partment to prepare pro-
posals for developing a
model market in every dis-
trict on experimental ba-
sis, keeping in mind the
present day needs.

At a review meet with
the o�cials of the depart-
ment held here on Friday,
he asked them to take steps
for proper management of
godowns with the market
yards and utilise the un-
used space for commercial
needs to improve the mar-
ket committees’ income.

In the wake of untimely
rains, he told the o�cials
of marketing and agricul-
ture departments to take
measures to safeguard
paddy, cotton and other
crops, from damage.

On the alleged irregular-
ities that had taken place in
the DCCBs and DCMSs in
the past, he wanted the
authorities concerned to
complete the departmen-
tal inquiry at the earliest
and take disciplinary ac-
tion against those responsi-
ble and recover funds.

Minister bats
for model
markets in
every district 
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Principal Secretary of Municipal Administration
Department M. Dana Kishore addressed
enumerators and supervisors, who are taking
part in the comprehensive survey for assessing
socio-economic and caste status of the
population, in Khairatabad zone on Friday, and
asked them to ensure the survey is error-free. A
total of 21,000 enumerators are being deployed
across the GHMC region, with one supervisor for
every 10 enumerators, Mr. Kishore said. He
suggested that before carrying out the survey, the
enumerators should be made to practice with
photocopies of the survey forms. Zonal
Commissioner Anurag Jayanti and Additional
Commissioner K. Shivakumar Naidu took part in
the training programme on Friday.

21,000 enumerators across
GHMC region for caste census 

BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao has announced
that he will go on a padaya-
tra, as a mass contact pro-
gramme, in the days to
come, as per the wishes of
the party ranks.

He stated this while inte-
racting with netizens on
Thursday (on social me-
dia), who asked him about
his view on padayatras,
which are held by leaders
of parties across the coun-
try to highlight govern-
ments’ failures and streng-
then the organisation
(party).

Mr. Rama Rao alleged
that the Congress Govern-
ment, which claimed pow-
er in the name of the six
guarantees, has become a
curse for Telangana. The
Congress rule is centred
around Delhi as the Chief
Minister and most of his
Cabinet colleagues spend
more time in the Capital to
meet Central party lead-
ers, he said.

He cautioned police of-
�cers ‘harassing’ BRS lead-
ers and registering false

cases against them. They
would face the music once
the party comes back to
power, Mr. Rao said, ad-
ding that it was the respon-
sibility of the BRS to �ght
for people’s cause till they
repose faith in it.

Meanwhile, Mr. Rama
Rao criticised the govern-
ment for procuring paddy,
produced in the Kharif sea-
son, at a snail’s pace;
against the target of pur-
chasing 8.16 lakh tonnes of
the major crop in October,
only 7,629 tonnes were
procured from 913 farmers
till October 28.

Besides, the slow pro-
curement of grain was not
enough, and farmers had
to su�er more loss as un-
timely rains soaked paddy
stocks, he said.

Call of party duty: KTR to go
on padayatra across State

The Hindu Bureau
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K.T. Rama Rao

Bapu Ghat, on the banks of
Musi River, will have the
tallest statue of Mahatma
Gandhi in the world, over-
taking the present one in
Patna, but the government
is still toying with the
shape of the statue.

Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy has asked o�-
cials to study various sizes
and shapes of Gandhi’s sta-
tues in India, as well as
abroad, so that the best de-
sign could be adopted.

As of now, among all his
statues in the country, the
one at Gandhi Maidan in
Patna is the tallest with 72
foot. Made of bronze, it
was inaugurated in 2013.

Mr. Reddy, who visited
the 8-foot bronze statue in

Irving, Texas, USA, showed
interest in its pose, which
resembles Dandi march.

The tallest Gandhi sta-
tue in Telangana is of 22
foot in the Assembly,
which is in the ‘Dhyana
Mudra’ (meditation pose).
The bronze statue with the
message ‘My Life is My
Message’ was unveiled in

1999 when N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu was the CM.

The government is now
studying whether the up-
coming Bapu Ghat statue
should have a di�erent
pose or adopt one of the
existing ones. 

The CM prefers wide
consultations on �nalising
the shape and size with
political parties, Gand-
hians and those who se-
riously follow his message.

The location is chosen
as it is at the con�uence of
the Musi and Isa, coming
from Osmansagar and Hi-
mayatsagar. Apart from the
statue, the government al-
so plans to develop it as an
education hub of Gand-
hian philosophy, where
courses in communica-
tion, ethics and values will
be taken up.

Existing shapes, poses studied
to �nalise Bapu Ghat statue
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Tallest Gandhi statue in State is

of 22 foot in the Assembly.

A thing of beauty

The area at PVNR Marg in front of the Secretariat in Hyderabad

wears a bright look with colourful flowers. RAMAKRISHNA G

The State-wide household
survey (Socio, Economic,
Educational, Employment,
Political and Caste Survey)
involving around 90,000
enumerators is slated to
begin on November 6. It
will determine the socio-
economic and caste details
of the entire population in
the State, Commission for
Backward Classes Chair-
man G. Niranjan said.

The BC Commission
held a public hearing at the
Collectorate in Karimnagar
on Friday. The marathon
hearing, chaired by Mr. Ni-
ranjan, lasted for nearly 9
hours from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. Members of various
BC organisations and other
stakeholders from Karim-

nagar, Jagtial, Peddapalli
and Rajanna Sircilla, sub-
mitted more than 210
memoranda to the panel.

Representations, per-
taining to requests for en-
hancing quota for BCs in
local bodies, proportion-
ate to their population,
measures to uplift weaker
sections, including BCs,
and equitable distribution
of power and wealth, were
received in the hearing.

Speaking to the media
soon after the public hear-
ing, Mr. Niranjan called
upon people to participate
in the household survey
without fail and make it a
success. The survey deter-
mines the future of people
and everyone should be-
come active partners in it,
he emphasised.

Opposition parties

should refrain from
spreading misconceptions
about the household sur-
vey and cooperate with the
whole exercise, he said.

He added that the heart-
wrenching ordeals of some
unknown castes had come
to their notice during the
public hearings. The views
and suggestions received
from the participants dur-
ing the public hearings will
be compiled and a detailed
report, based on facts, will
be submitted to the
government.

The hearing was attend-
ed by BC Commission
members R. Jayaprakash,
Tirumalagiri Surender and
Balalakshmi, Collectors Pa-
mela Satpathy, Koya Sree
Harsha, B. Satya Prasad,
and Sandeep Kumar Jha,
among others.

210 memoranda submitted
to BC panel at mega hearing 
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BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao said that Con-
gress owes an apology to
four-crore people of TG for
‘betraying’ them on its pre-
poll promises, including
the six guarantees.

Reacting to AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s
statement that he had gi-
ven an advice to the Con-
gress leadership in Maha-
rashtra not to give
guarantees beyond the
State’s Budget, Mr. Rama
Rao said on Friday that the
Congress leaders had un-
derstood the reality at least
now, after winning As-
sembly elections in three
States by making promises
left, right and centre in the
name of guarantees.

He wanted to ask Mr.
Kharge whether he or his
party leaders in Karnataka
were not aware of the
State’s Budget while mak-
ing �ve guarantees there,
or when the party had gi-
ven six guarantees in Te-
langana. The indiscrimi-
nate promises had derailed
TG’s progress, he said.

KTR lauds
Kharge’s
statement on
guarantees
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Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Food and Public
Distribution (DFPD), GoI,
Sanjeev Chopra met Civil
Supplies Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy and Princi-
pal Secretary, Department
of Civil Supplies, D.S.
Chauhan on Friday.

Mr. Chopra appreciated
the e�orts being made in
Telangana in streamlining
the system and putting
processes in place. Assur-
ing support, he advised of-
�cials to make Telangana a
model State that can be re-
plicated by other States.

Mr. Uttam Kumar Reddy
said that fruitful discus-
sions were held on various
aspects of procurement
and public distribution
and the roadmap for furth-
er improvements were de-
liberated upon.

The Food Secretary vi-
sited the O�ce of Commis-
sioner of Civil Supplies,
where the Principal Secre-
tary made a detailed pre-
sentation on systemic
changes brought about in

various aspects of paddy
procurement, and sought
the Centre’s help in certain
aspects for further im-
provements and streng-
thening of the system.

Earlier, Mr. Chopra visit-
ed Jan Poshan Kendra, a
new initiative under
SMART FPS Scheme, at AG
Colony in city. He reviewed
the details of products
available, assessed con-
sumer demand and veri-
�ed the credit facilities pro-
vided. The dealer
informed that he earns
about ₹30,000 from the
Jan Poshan Kendra in addi-
tion to the fair price dealer
margin. The Food Secre-
tary advised him to scale
up sale to earn a pro�t of ₹
1 lakh per month.

Further, the Food Secre-
tary inquired about the
functioning of FP shop, in-
spected the quality of rice
and wheat available and
veri�ed the e-POS distribu-
tion process. He also met
ration card bene�ciaries,
who have expressed satis-
faction about their receiv-
ing entitled quantity and
quality ration on time.

Food Secretary meets
Uttam, talks roadmap
for improvement
The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for
Home Bandi Sanjay Kumar
lashed out at the reports of
BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao’s padayatra, ask-
ing what moral right he has
for the walkathon when
“BRS government denied
such permissions to Oppo-
sition leaders”.

Mr. Sanjay recalled how
he was attacked by BRS
cadre when he did a pa-
dayatra during its rule.
“Let LoP in the Assembly
K. Chandrasekhar Rao
come out in the open to
speak on people’s issues.
KCR is enjoying in his farm-
house and ignoring peo-
ple’s issues and KTR plans
a padayatra,” he said.

At another press confe-
rence, Medak MP Raghu-
nandan Rao questioned
the morality of his padaya-
tra after ruling Telangana
for 10 years ‘ruthlessly’
without meeting people. 

BJP leaders
ridicule KTR 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm

accompanied with gusty winds/lightning likely at isolated places

over Konkan & Goa, south interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puduch-

erry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala .....................8......33.0...... 24.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......36.6...... 26.6

Ahmedabad............. —......37.7...... 22.4 Kurnool ........................... —......34.9...... 24.2

Aizawl ...................... —......29.6...... 19.2 Lucknow.......................... —......33.4...... 19.4

Allahabad ................ —......35.8...... 21.1 Madurai ........................... —......33.8...... 24.5

Bengaluru...............0.1......29.7...... 21.3 Mangaluru.......................14......31.4...... 23.6

Bhopal ..................... —......34.5...... 18.4 Mumbai ........................... —......34.6...... 23.6

Bhubaneswar .......... —......31.0...... 23.2 Mysuru............................0.6......29.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......32.6...... 17.7 New Delhi........................ —......33.6...... 18.4

Chennai ................... —......33.1...... 26.2 Patna............................... —......34.1...... 23.3

Coimbatore .............45......30.2...... 22.5 Port Blair ......................... —......31.8...... 24.7

Dehradun................. —......30.0...... 16.4 Puducherry ..................... —......31.0...... 26.0

Gangtok ..................0.2......17.6...... 15.0 Pune ................................ —......35.2...... 23.3

Goa........................... —......... —..........— Raipur.............................. —......35.2...... 21.2

Guwahati ...................2......27.2...... 22.7 Ranchi ............................. —......30.6...... 17.0

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 22.0 Shillong ........................... —......21.8...... 12.4

Hyderabad............... —......32.0...... 23.3 Shimla ............................. —......25.2...... 15.0

Imphal ..................... —......28.1...... 16.1 Srinagar........................... —......23.0........ 4.7

Jaipur ...................... —......34.7...... 20.6 Thiruvananthapuram ..........25......33.0...... 23.4

Kochi..........................1......30.6...... 25.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......32.1...... 25.4

Kohima .................... —......22.3...... 12.1 Vijayawada...................... —......32.5...... 24.6

Kolkata .................... —......34.5...... 26.1 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.7...... 26.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Ambala,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 367

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Gangtok, Sikkim

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 39

Ahmedabad ..... .12 ..27 29 ... 223 ...196 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .15 ..51 48 ... 197 ...153 ......*

Chennai............ ...7 ....6 31 ... 203 ...117 ......*

Delhi ................. .18 ..86 92 ... 369 ...381 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .37 ..18 15 ... 118 ...168 ......*

Kolkata............. .18 ..34 31 ... 200 ...158 ......*

Lucknow........... .16 ..21 50 ... 388 ...317 ......*

Mumbai ............ .10 ..49 22 ... 266 ...182 ......*

Pune ................. ...2 ..26 27 ... 175 ...121 ......*

Visakhapatnam .10 ..56 51 ... 261 ...208 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

In a widely anticipated
move, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu recently an-
nounced a new Trust
Board for the Tirumala Ti-
rupati Devasthanams
(TTD) — with 25 members
from various backgrounds
and States.

The new Board is be-
lieved to re�ect the coali-
tion government’s commit-
ment to diversity, with
representatives from Te-
langana, Tamil Nadu, and
Karnataka, ensuring
broader regional inclusion.

As expected, media ba-
ron and founder chairman
of TV5 news channel B. Ra-
jagopal Naidu has been ap-
pointed TTD Board Chair-
man. 

Alongside Justice Dattu,
23 members have been
named, including three
MLAs from the TDP —
Jyothula Nehru ( Jaggampe-
ta), Vemireddy Prasanthi
Reddy (Kovur) and M.S. Ra-
ju (Madakasira). 

Ex-Union Minister Pana-
baka Lakshmi and senior
TDP leader Nannuri Narsi-
reddy have also been ac-
commodated along with
other TDP stalwarts such
as Koteswara Rao from Ra-
jahmundry, Nandyal dis-
trict president Rajasekhar
Goud, and Janga Krishna-
murthy from Palnadu. 

Acknowledging the Jana
Sena Party’s role in the
coalition, its vice-president
B. Mahendra Reddy,
founding member Anugolu
Rangasree and art director
and JSP chief Pawan Ka-
lyan’s con�dant Anand Sai
have been given berths.

TTD Board
has members
from four
south States 

G.P. Shukla
TIRUMALA

Congress leader and Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF)
candidate Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra is set to commence
the second phase of her
campaign for the Wayanad
Lok Sabha bypoll on No-
vember 3. According to a
release from A.P. Anil Ku-
mar, MLA, Ms. Vadra will
hold a public meeting at 11
a.m. along with her broth-
er, Rahul Gandhi, in Ma-
nanthavady on the day.

In addition to the joint
meeting with Mr. Gandhi,
who will also address a pu-
blic gathering at Arikkode
in Malappuram district at 3
p.m. on the same day, Ms.
Vadra has planned several
corner meetings through-
out the region. 

Her itinerary includes a
meeting at Valad at 1 p.m.,
another at Korom at 2.30
p.m. in the Mananthavady
Assembly constituency,
and a corner meeting at
Thariyode in the Kalpetta
Assembly constituency at
4.45 p.m.

Ms. Vadra will continue
her campaign with a cor-
ner meeting at 10 a.m. on
November 4 in the Sultan
Bathery Assembly consti-
tuency. She will then pro-
ceed to Pulppally at 11 a.m.,
followed by a meeting near
Mullankolly at 11.50 a.m. in
the constituency. The cam-
paign will also include cor-
ner meetings in Muttil at 2
p.m. and Vythiri at 3.50
p.m. in the Kalpetta As-
sembly constituency.

Ms. Vadra is expected to
boost the UDF campaign.
She is scheduled to cam-
paign in Kerala until No-
vember 7.

Priyanka to
resume her
campaign on
November 3

The Hindu Bureau
KALPETTA

T
he Left Democratic
Front (LDF) go-
vernment on Fri-

day raced to politically ex-
ploit the damning
“disclosure” by an ex-
pelled Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader that the
₹6 crore of “black money”
stolen from a car at Kodak-
ara in Thrissur district in
the run-up to the 2021 As-
sembly election was part of
a signi�cant tranche of se-
cret electioneering funds
for the BJP.

Meanwhile, the Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) State secretariat has
decided to make the Ko-
dakara hawala case a key
issue in the byelection in
Kerala. It has also called for
a reinvestigation into the
case.

On Thursday, a former
o�ce secretary of the BJP
in Thrissur, Tirur Sath-
eesh, stirred the pot by al-
leging that the “black mo-
ney” from Karnataka was
meant for the BJP’s electio-
neering purposes. 

He said he had safe-
guarded the cash bags at
the BJP’s Thrissur o�ce, al-
legedly in the presence of
party State president K. Su-
rendran. Days later, in a
ma�a-style ambush opera-
tion, anonymous persons
stole the cash as it was be-
ing transported on a car. 

The Kerala police arrest-
ed 22 persons in connec-
tion with the heist, but re-
portedly found scarce
evidence to link the money
to the BJP leadership con-

clusively. Mr. Satheesh said
he had not told the police
about the BJP’s alleged link
to the black money at the
party leadership’s
instance.

The secretariat meeting
in Thrissur on Friday high-
lighted the need for e�ec-
tively utilising the Kodaka-
ra case against the BJP in
the Chelakkara, Palakkad,
and Wayanad constituen-
cies. 

Participants expressed
concern over the allega-
tions made by the United
Democratic Front (UDF)
claiming a deal between
the BJP and the CPI(M) and
stressed the need for ur-
gent action to counter such
claims.

The CPI(M) noted that
the revelations made by
Mr. Satheesh were serious
and decided to check the
legal scope for a reinvesti-
gation. 

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has asked the pol-
ice to explore the legal op-
tions for a reinvestigation.
The government and Op-
position have accused the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and the Income Tax (I-
T) Department of “back
pedalling on the police re-
port that �agged a clear
money-laundering case”. 

Disclosure
The recent disclosure,
along with the controver-
sies surrounding Union Mi-
nister of State for Petro-
leum Suresh Gopi, have
reportedly placed the BJP
on the defensive. 

The secretariat decided
to utilise this situation
against the BJP in the by-
polls. 

The secretariat meeting
also sought to investigate
whether the ‘e�ect’ of the
Kodakara scam bene�ted
the BJP in the recent Lok
Sabha election in Thrissur. 

‘Cong.-BJP deal’
Mr. Govindan said that
though the Leader of the
Opposition was alleging a
deal between the CPI(M)
and the BJP, the real deal
was between the Congress
and the BJP. He also ac-
cused the Leader of the

Opposition of attempting
to cover up the case. 

In the Kodakara scam,
accusations had earlier
been raised about a poten-
tial cover-up bid by the go-
vernment. 

The police had pre-
viously indicated that in-
vestigation had not yielded
testimonies linking key BJP
leaders with the case. Ho-
wever, with the recent re-
velations by Mr. Satheesh,
crucial evidence had now
emerged. 

The meeting assessed
that if the government de-
cided to proceed with a
reinvestigation, it could be-
ne�t the CPI(M) politically.

The controversial “ex-
pose” by the former o�ce
secretary of the BJP in
Thrissur, Tirur Satheesh,
triggered a demand for a
comprehensive re-investi-
gation by the Opposition.

Opposition charge
The disclosure prompted
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan to cite the
police’s clean chit to the
BJP as another telling ex-
ample of the CPI(M)’s col-
lusion with the Sangh Pari-
var-led Union government
to save the outwardly op-
posing parties from dis-
com�ting criminal investi-
gations by the State and
Central law enforcement
agencies.

Mr. Surendran termed
the controversy a short-
lived byelection propagan-
da by the Congress and the
CPI(M) to disadvantage the
BJP.
(With inputs from Thrissur
bureau)

Kodakara case: LDF seeks to
exploit allegation against BJP

LDF-backed candidate P. Sarin filing nomination papers for the

Palakkad Assembly byelection on October 24. X/@CPIMSPEAK

Ex-BJP leader alleges that ‘black money’ stolen from Kerala was for party’s campaign for Assembly

polls in 2021; CM asks police to explore reinvestigation option; 22 persons were held in the case

The Hindu Bureau
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The Mahabubabad police
are groping in the dark
even as 37 days have
passed since little Ishan
was ‘abducted’ allegedly
by his father B. Sudhakar.

For three-year-old Ish-
an’s mother Sindhuja, this
Diwali turned darker with
no ray of hope to get back
her beloved child. 

“I had been running
around Mahabubabad pol-
ice since September 26 af-
ter my husband took away
our son from the local bus-
stand. No one is respond-
ing,” the woman says with
tears in eyes. 

Sindhuja’s father passed
away when she was a child. 

Her mother Karuna
brought her up doing odd
jobs. They live in Jagadgiri-
gutta of Hyderabad. 

Nine years ago, she got
married to Sudhakar of
Pocharam in Peddavanga-
ra mandal of Mahabuba-
bad. The couple were
blessed with a daughter
Arohi, 9, and Ishan. “He
started harassing me soon
after marriage. I bore with
him hoping he would
change,” she recalls. 

Nine months ago, Sud-
hakar �led a divorce peti-
tion in Mahabubabad local
court. On September 25,
she went there along with
her son and mother. 

After the court hearing,
they started for Hyderabad
in a RTC bus. Sudhakar too

boarded the bus. 
“When I got o� to attend

nature’s call at Thorrur, my
husband forcibly took
away the boy from my
mother,” Sindhuja charges. 

Plea to judge
After waiting till night at
the bus stand hoping her
husband to return, the wo-
man went to the court the
next day and explained to
the local court Judge about
her son’s ‘abduction’. 

The Judge summoned a
police constable available
at the court and directed
him to help the woman ap-
proach the local police.
“From that day, I had been
pleading with Mahabuba-
bad police to trace my son
by going there every alter-

nate day from Hyderabad,”
she alleges. For reasons
best known to them, the
police did not register any
case till the woman met
the DSP N. Thirupathi Rao
on October 25 seeking jus-
tice. At the instance of the
DSP, the police registered a
kidnap case. “Though I
had been providing them
leads about my husband’s
movements, they did not
bother to take action,” the
woman alleges. Asked why
the case was not registered
even after the local Judge
alerted them, the DSP said:
“When Inspector Deven-
der spoke with Sudhakar,
the latter assured to return
the boy.” “We are making
e�orts to rescue the child,”
Mr. Rao said.

Mahabubabad police clueless
over ‘boy’s kidnap by father’ 
Marri Ramu
HYDERABAD

Two Sub Inspectors, one head constable and
one constable from Sangareddy district were
placed under suspension by the IGP of Multi
Zone II, V. Satyanarayana, for their involve-
ment in a narcotics case earlier this year. 

IGP Satyanarayana said that Sub Inspectors
Vinay Kumar and Ambariah, along with head
constable V. Maruthi and constable Madhu, al-
legedly allowed habitual drug smugglers to
pass through their checkpost in Nizamabad in
January 2024 by taking cash. 

“Their involvement came to light after the
drug o�ender was nabbed and his call data re-
cords showed the calls with the constable in Ja-
nuary. Though the o�cer initially denied his
involvement, he later confessed that they al-
lowed the drug consignment to pass through
by initially nabbing the men at Nizamabad and
letting them o� at Narayankhed,” said the IGP. 

Interestingly, SI Vinay Kumar was also in-
volved in the alleged illegal sand mining and
transportation and attached to Vacancy Re-
serve (VR) along with other o�cers across the
State.

Two SIs among four
policemen suspended 

The Hindu Bureau
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H
eavy August rains dampened industrial
activity, resulting in the �rst contraction
in India’s factory output since October

2022. The signals for a signi�cant September re-
surgence do not appear very promising, with the
late withdrawal of the southwest monsoon also
skewing some activity such as power demand.
Output from India’s eight core sectors declined
0.8% in September relative to August, and was an
insipid 2% higher than last September. These in-
frastructure sectors constitute about 40% of in-
dustrial production, and had contracted for the
�rst time in 42 months in August — the Ministry
has revised the de-growth level to 1.6% from 1.8%
estimated initially. These sectors have now grown
just 4.2% in the �rst half of 2024-25, almost halv-
ing from 8.2% in the �rst half of last year, and sig-
ni�cantly under the 2023-24 growth pace of 7.6%.
While year-on-year growth numbers may swing
due to base e�ects, of concern is a consistent de-
cline in the Index of Core Industries (basically the
absolute production levels) since May. In Septem-
ber, the index slipped for the fourth successive
month — 8% below May’s value. Overall industrial
output, economists reckon, may come out of the
August trough in September but with a weak
growth print at best. 

This slowdown in industrial activity is worri-
some amid anxiety about weakening urban con-
sumption of durables such as cars as well as daily
use items, re�ected in weak second quarter re-
sults of fast-moving consumer goods �rms.
Though rural demand is seen to be improving af-
ter a healthier monsoon, tremors in urban
spends will pull the domestic consumption en-
gine of India’s growth to sub-optimal levels. Go-
vernment accounts show that capital spending
on public infrastructure projects by the Centre
has shrunk 15% this year — although capex spiked
in July after the 2024 general election dented the
�rst quarter numbers, the pace receded in Au-
gust and September. This may explain some of
the weak output trends for core sectors such as
steel that hinge on construction activity. Poor
vehicle sales and cheaper imports may have also
weighed in to drag steel output growth to a 33-
month low of 1.5% in September, with output at
its lowest since December 2023. There may be a
tentative recovery afoot in private investments,
but public infra spends that have spearheaded
growth in recent years need to lead the way. The
Centre’s ₹11.11 lakh crore capex goal for the year
acknowledges this, and it must now ramp up
these spends to get closer to, if not entirely meet,
that target. This would be critical to keep growth
ticking along and push back concerns about India
entering a cyclical slowdown.

Core correction 
Infrastructure sectors’ ebbing output

triggers capex growth concerns

T
he explosion of �recrackers during a tem-
ple festival ritual in Kasaragod district of
Kerala, which left over 150 people in-

jured, could have been averted with greater cau-
tion and an adherence to safety regulations. That
such an accident took place in a State where simi-
lar events have occurred at regular intervals in
the last 40 years tells a story of unlearnt lessons.
In February this year, a blast in a �recracker stor-
age unit, during a temple fete in Kochi, claimed
two lives and left 25 injured. Eight years ago, the
Kerala High Court made the observation of an
“unhealthy culture” glamourising every religious
festival and ceremony with the use of �reworks
and an elephant parade. The only saving grace in
the accident on October 29, at the Anjootamba-
lam Veererkavu temple in Neeleswaram, was that
there was no loss of life. Some arrests have been
made, two inquiries ordered and a special team
is probing the accident. The State Human Rights
Commission has initiated an investigation and
sought an o�cial report in 15 days. 

In the given instance, two of the arrested per-
sons allegedly ignited the �recrackers, with one
of them said to have ignored the warnings of on-
lookers. The crackers were close to a shed where
explosives were stored. In 2016, in the worst py-
rotechnics tragedy in the State, 100 people died
during a festival at the Puttingal Devi temple in
Kollam district. It resulted in the High Court and
the Union government issuing a number of direc-
tives. Days after the Centre amended the rules of
the Explosives Act, the Revenue Minister of Kera-
la, K. Rajan said these posed an “open challenge”
to the conduct of the Thrissur Pooram. On Octob-
er 23, a Kerala Cabinet meeting expressed the
view that the amendments would make it impos-
sible to have the display of �reworks, a perma-
nent �xture in religious festivals in the State, and
that this should be conveyed to the Central go-
vernment. The amendments, that were noti�ed
on October 11, included having a 200-metre dis-
tance between the site of the �reworks and the
place of storage, and people watching from 100
m afar. Six months ago, there were protests when
the authorities permitted �reworks, as part of the
Thrissur Pooram, but only during the day. Even
in 2016, an all-party meeting that was held follow-
ing the Puttingal Devi temple accident, did not fa-
vour a complete ban on �reworks. This was the
stand of the High Court too, in March 2024, while
quashing an o�cial order against the use of �re-
works in a few temple festivals. In such a complex
situation, there is no option but to strictly en-
force safety norms. Even so, there are some who
still argue that “cultural practices” should be ba-
lanced against safety norms. But clearly, no activ-
ity that endangers the safety of devotees can be
allowed in any place of public worship.

Safe worship  
Safety regulations must be enforced

strictly in places of worship  

E
xactly 20 years ago, in the summer of
2004, I fell in love again. First with a
tree, then with a mountain, and,
eventually, with a whole biosphere. On

an exploratory journey in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu,
my husband and I landed up in a beautiful
colonial bungalow with an enormous blue gum
eucalyptus at the entrance. Until that moment, I
had thought of the species as foreign, as invasive,
as water greedy. All its negative labels
disappeared as I gazed in astonishment at the
girth of this giant, its ghostly branches, and its
perfectly balanced canopy. Soon, we had a
second home in the Nilgiris, and a new
commitment to the conservation of this
remarkable ecozone.

The Nilgiri biosphere is the �rst
UNESCO-declared biosphere in the country,
covering over 5,500 square kilometres across the
three States of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
From the iconic Doddabetta, rising 2,637 metres
into the sky, to the 260-m depth of the Moyar
gorge, it encompasses a rich biodiversity. It has
endemic �ora and fauna seen nowhere else in the
world, such as the medicinal Baeolepis nervosa
plant used by the Irula tribe, the Nilgiri
Chilappan, and the star-eyed bush frog.

More human activity, new challenges
Of late, this biosphere has seen more human
activity than ever before. Known primarily for its
colonial-era tea plantations, it now boasts a
thriving agriculture and tourism economy. While
both sectors bring in much needed livelihoods,
they have also brought in new challenges.

The tourism is less sustainable than local
communities and the State would like, with
day-trippers adding to the waste and the tra�c
snarls. Farmers increasingly use heavy pesticides
and fertilizers, which contaminate once pristine
water sources.

In the face of such rapid change, local
communities have galvanised themselves to
protect their home. Many civil society
organisations in the district have innovated for
sustainability, such as ‘Clean Coonoor’, a
public-private partnership that creates a circular
economy for growing solid waste. And the
Keystone Foundation, which empowers
indigenous and local communities for climate
resilience.

The State government and the district
administration too have advanced aspirations for
the Nilgiris, including the three hill stations of
Ooty, Coonoor and Kotagiri, which attract visitors
from across the country.

They plan to go carbon neutral, stop plastic
waste, conserve endemic species such as the
Nilgiri tahr that roam the high shola grasslands
and reduce invasives such as Lantana camara and
pine to restore native shola species in the valleys.

Alongside, there is an increasing interest in the

culture and the history of the ancient Nilgiris. The
settlements of the indigenous Toda community,
who have lived in the Blue Mountains for
millennia, are a must on the tourism trail.
Unfortunately, only a few hundred people remain
today, a frail link to the ecological knowledge of
ancestors past.

Conservation success, helping the state
A measure of the success of conservation e�orts
is in the numbers of wild animals that thrive in
the Nilgiri Biosphere, the largest protected forest
expanse in the country with safeguarded areas
including Mudumalai and Mukurthi.

Increasing wildlife numbers have led to wide
dispersal outside protected areas. Wildlife is
everywhere now, in new ecological niches
created by global warming. Plants and animals
have successfully adapted to living almost
incognito among us. The best example is that of
the elusive leopard, which has developed quite
an appetite for domestic dogs.

You can �nd the Indian gaur in the tea
plantations, wild pigs in the garbage dumps, and
sloth bears and leopards prowling around
bungalows at night. Last year, a rather clever
sloth bear broke into our home, wandered
around the house, and, no doubt, disappointed
by the lack of food, left the house by jumping
from the �rst-�oor balcony. We were away, but
our CCTV cameras recorded the entire adventure.

Neighbours have had wild encounters too,
with porcupines and mouse deer, elephants and
leopards. Surprisingly, people seem to have
adjusted to this development, though
human-wildlife con�icts hit the news ever so
often.

This is part of an emergent global culture
where billions of people are becoming nature
lovers. They are rediscovering wonder. Citizen
science has become a movement. Thanks to
democratising technologies, people can share the
beauty around them with one click; they can
raise issues of concern, about shrinking habitats
and human-animal con�ict.

Clear evidence has emerged through the work
of non-governmental organisations such as the
Nature Conservation Foundation and WWF, that
simple, yet powerful, technologies, which include
early warning systems through mobile
phone-based alerts, cameras and GPS tracking of
animals, have helped reduce dangerous wildlife
encounters.

When animals are so widely loved and so
closely tracked, poaching becomes much riskier.
Poaching thrives in secrecy, away from the public
gaze. When tourists and wildlife enthusiasts wish
to immerse themselves in wilderness, there is
economic incentive locally to ensure that nature
�ourishes.

If we want to continue to conserve this unique
biosphere, it must be with the help of society, of

the samaaj. We have to align also with the bazaar
— represented by plantations, farmers, traders
and the tourism industry. The state, including the
Forest Department, cannot be the sole steward of
the wild.

It is impossible for sarkaar to take whole and
sole accountability, even if the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972/The Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Act, 2022 says all wild animals
belong to the state. The perception that animals
are the government’s responsibility creates a
great disa�ection in the public mind. Farmers get
angry with the forester. Plantation owners
become wary. “If these are your animals, you
keep them. Why are they eating my crops, or
injuring our workers?”

Yet, hard boundaries, fences and walls are
neither feasible nor desirable to keep animals
inside the forests.

Instead, what if we assumed that we are all in
this together? What if we created a trust network
of everyone interested in the conservation of our
biodiversity? What if we took advantage of all
emerging technologies such as sensitive cameras,
satellite imagery, sensors and arti�cial
intelligence, both within and outside of protected
areas? What if all citizens of our country were
engaged in the regeneration of our natural
wealth?

The pivotal role of storytelling
As I have discovered in my 40-year ecological
journey, to conserve nature, we �rst must learn to
love. To love, we have to sense. It is not a mere
intellectual exercise. If we see the beauty and the
frailty of the wild, its �ora and fauna — from the
tiniest ant to the mightiest elephant, our wonder
is ignited. We want to protect, to nurture and be
nurtured.

Not everyone can visit every area of wilderness
they wish to explore.

Storytelling by the few who can is critical to
the process of creating communities for
conservation. Our ancestors in the Nilgiris knew
this well. In Sigur and Vellerikombai, the rock art
created thousands of years ago still celebrates the
relationship between humans and animals.

Charcoal and chalk have been replaced by
cameras and pixels, but the urge remains the
same. To share, to connect, to preserve.

Tomorrow, November 3, is International Day
for Biosphere Reserves. In a �rst such
documentary, we at Rohini Nilekani
Philanthropies, together with Felis Films, are
proud to present The Nilgiris – A Shared
Wilderness. We have dedicated this �lm to the
communities of the Nilgiris and to Forest
Departments across the biosphere.

We hope it will spark more curiosity, evoke
more a�ection and spur more action across
samaaj, sarkaar and bazaar for the continued
protection of the precarious and precious Nilgiris.

The Nilgiris as a shared wilderness 

Rohini Nilekani

Chairperson, Rohini
Nilekani
Philanthropies and
the author of ‘Samaaj,
Sarkaar, Bazaar –
A Citizen First
Approach’

The state alone
cannot
undertake the
task of
protecting
India’s �rst
UNESCO-
declared
biosphere;
communities
need to get
involved

F
rom November 11 to 22, 2024, world
leaders will gather in Baku, Azerbaijan, for
the 29th Conference of Parties (COP29) to

the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Dubbed the “Finance
COP”, representatives from every country will,
for the �rst time in 15 years, set a new global
climate �nance goal, known as the “new
collective quanti�ed goal” or NCQG. The host
country, Azerbaijan, has put forward an action
agenda, which includes pledges to increase
battery storage capacity six-fold, dramatically
expand electricity networks, and cut methane
emissions from organic waste.

Methane’s climate impacts are severe,
accounting for around 30% of global warming
since the pre-industrial era, and its atmospheric
concentration is rising rapidly. Crucially, on a
100-year timescale, methane has 28 times greater
global warming potential than carbon dioxide
and is 84 times more potent on a 20-year
timescale. 

This means that cutting methane is one of the
most e�ective levers we have to slow near-term
temperature rise and buy time for the
longer-term CO2 reductions needed to stabilise
climate change.

Common ground between U.S., China
Despite tensions in their relationship, the United
States and China have found common ground in
addressing non-CO2 greenhouse gases such as
methane. The two countries joined hands with
the United Arab Emirates at COP28 (in Dubai, in
November-December 2023) to sponsor a summit
on methane and other non-CO2 emissions. 

That month, in November 2023, China also
released its �rst national plan for controlling
methane emissions. While the plan eschewed
speci�c mitigation targets in favour of capacity
building, it signalled China’s acceptance of
methane as an area for action and cooperation
with the U.S.

India, the world’s third-largest source of
anthropogenic methane emissions behind China
and the U.S., has an opportunity to leverage the
U.S.-China methane partnership to gain

sector-speci�c �nancing and capacity-building
support. 

According to the India Third Biennial Update
Report to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the country
emitted 409 million tons of CO2-equivalent
methane in 2016 (excluding land use and
forestry), with agriculture accounting for 74%,
waste for 14%, energy for 11%, and industrial
processes for 1%. Methane’s detrimental e�ects
go beyond its impact on climate change. Fires at
waste dumpsites, for example, can cause
signi�cant spikes in air pollution. In 2022, a
two-week �re at Delhi’s Bhalswa dumpsite led to
particulate matter concentrations reaching 30%
to 70% above baseline levels at nearby air quality
monitoring stations.

But the dominance of agriculture, particularly
livestock and rice cultivation, is what makes India
hesitant to announce economy-wide methane
reduction targets or sign the Global Methane
Pledge championed by the U.S. and the European
Union at COP28, which seeks to cut emissions by
30% from 2020 levels by 2030. However, the
U.S.-China focus on methane creates an opening
for India to seek targeted assistance for reducing
emissions from speci�c sectors such as waste
management.

Waste management programmes
The Indian government has developed a strong
regulatory framework for waste management, but
weak local capacity hampers implementation.
However, it is working to expand innovative
solutions across the country. A notable example
is the model pioneered in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, which pairs citywide organic waste
sorting with a large biomethane plant that
produces fuel for buses. The government is also
promoting the Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan (GOBARdhan) scheme, which
incentivises cattle waste utilisation and clean
energy production in villages. These initiatives
are part of the broader Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban 2.0 programme to improve solid
waste management. However, cities need more
support to scale up organic waste management to

its full potential. In the agriculture sector, the
government is implementing climate-resilient
practices through the National Mission for
Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). These include
methane reduction techniques in rice cultivation,
which can contribute to substantial emissions
reductions. The National Livestock Mission also
promotes practices such as green fodder
production, silage making, cha� cutting, and total
mixed ration to reduce methane emissions from
livestock.

An opportunity in the U.S.’s plan
This is where COP29 and India’s methane
diplomacy come in. The U.S.-China methane
partnership, while limited compared to their past
cooperation, still creates an opening for India to
seek concrete assistance for its methane
mitigation e�orts. In particular, India can
leverage the U.S. methane push to gain �nancing
and capacity-building support for reducing
emissions from its waste sector, which produces
over 14% of its methane. India’s 2016 inventory
estimates these sources as producing around 4%
of India’s methane emissions. But underlying
data quality (emissions factors as well as waste
stream volumes) is poor. Satellite monitoring on
Delhi and Mumbai, for instance, suggests that
emissions levels are 50%-100% above commonly
used estimates and that dumpsites alone account
for more than a quarter of Mumbai’s greenhouse
gas emissions.

Methane may be a side issue in the overall
COP29 agenda, but it presents a signi�cant
opportunity for India to fast-track its e�orts in
reducing methane emissions. The Government of
India has laid the groundwork with its existing
policies and initiatives. 

However, to e�ectively scale up the
implementation of proven technological solutions
worldwide, India now requires targeted
international support in �nancing, capacity
building, and technical assistance. By leveraging
the U.S.-China methane partnership and
proactively seeking this support at COP29, India
can tap into the resources needed to accelerate
its progress in methane abatement.

Zeroing in on methane diplomacy, at COP29 

Rakshith Shetty

a Research Analyst at
the Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

The Baku meet
is an
opportunity for
India to
fast-track its
e�orts in
reducing
methane
emissions

Case pendency

When it comes to the issue
of case adjournments and
pendency, it is not always
about the vacancy of
judges. There are also other
reasons such as an
inordinate delay in getting
instructions, the filing of

made aware of the dangers
of air pollution to one’s
health. The move for
change must begin on
multiple fronts in order to
see that the message
reaches every one.

V. Padmanabhan,
Bengaluru

do not seem to be working.
It only highlights the need
to educate people on the
ill-e�ects of fireworks as the
law alone is not enough to
bring about a change. Air
pollution is already very
high in the country and is a
silent killer. People must be

be set up and there should
be an adequate case-judge
ratio.
P. Sumanth Sai,

Hyderabad

Focus on air pollution

The appeals to use less
fireworks during Deepavali

every case should have a
time-bound framework;
mega adalaths should be
organised; arbitration and
mediation should be
encouraged; demerit points
must be issued for
unnecessary postponement
of cases; extra courts should

counters, no penalty or no
warning for absentees from
the standing
counsel-respondents side,
the cost of the judgement
(the fee of advocates), and
exploiting loopholes in the
judgment process.
In looking for solutions,

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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GROUND ZERO

A
shish Singh cannot twitch his nose. It
is fractured, swollen, and, worse, a
constant reminder of the day when he
was attacked at his workplace.

A few weeks ago, Singh, the branch manager
of a public sector bank in Maharashtra, was at
work when a woman and her family members
walked in. They stood in queue, waiting to link
their Aadhaar with their account, which is man-
datory for bene�ciaries of the Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana, a government scheme. When Singh re-
quested them not to let the children jump with
their sandals on the sofa meant for senior citi-
zens, one of the women got angry, he recalls.
“She hit me with a high-heeled sandal,” he says.
The entire family then proceeded to assault
Singh. The o�ce sta� rushed to get police help.

The incident was captured on the bank’s
CCTV camera. Singh �icks out his phone and
shows a 10-second clip of the footage. He has de-
leted the rest because it is “too traumatic”.

Soon after the incident, Singh was transferred
abruptly and is now the manager of another
branch of the bank, located within a 100-kilo-
metre radius. He is aggrieved — he was supposed
to be the bank manager for three years but was
shunted out in just three months.

“I was not even asked if I wanted to move out.
Those who helped protect me were also trans-
ferred. What was our fault? That we stood against
those who attacked us and �led an FIR (�rst infor-
mation report) against them?” he asks. “I feel like
I am guilty even though I am the victim here.”

Growing attacks

The attacks on bank employees began soon after
the Maharashtra government rolled out the Muk-
hyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, one of its
�agship schemes, in August 2024. Under this, the
government provides a monthly �nancial bene�t
of ₹1,500 to women through direct bene�t transf-
ers. Women between 21 and 65 years, who are
permanent residents of the State, and have an an-
nual family income of less than ₹2.5 lakh are elig-
ible. The number of bene�ciaries is 2.34 crore.

The government had said “�nancial assistance
under the Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana 2024 will be
transferred directly to the selected applicant’s
bank account.” Days after the scheme was intro-
duced, public sector banks across the State start-
ed disbursing the amount to bene�ciaries.

Maharashtra’s current Mahayuti government
that consists of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Ek-
nath Shinde-led Shiv Sena, and the Ajit Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party is banking on the
scheme to come back to power, following the As-
sembly elections this month. However, there are
issues in implementation. Employees of public
sector banks, who are an instrumental part of
making the scheme successful, have been getting
attacked and assaulted across the State by cus-
tomers, borrowers, the public, and political ele-
ments. Fourteen FIRs have been �led across the
State since August, but bank unions say that the

number of assaults is actually three times higher.
“Several �ghts have taken place over the coun-
ter,” says a union representative. A high-level
meeting at the Secretariat was held on October
29 on the problem, but the attacks continue.

The video of a young man using foul language
and trying to charge at a branch manager in
Dombivli went viral. In Jalna, a local leader of the
youth wing of the Swabhimani Shetkari Sangha-
tana, a farmers’ union, allegedly assaulted a
branch manager at Varud Budruk in Jafarabad ta-
luka over a delay in payment of grants to farmers
and women. Again, the video went viral on social
media. “We taught him a lesson in ‘Swabhimani
style’,” local party workers told the media later.

Many bank employees say the police have
failed to invoke Section 121 (causing grievous in-
juries to deter a public servant from their duty)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in several FIRs. In-
stead, the police have �led watered-down FIRs,
which makes it easy for the accused to get imme-
diate bail, claim the employees.

While the government has been trying to pla-
cate the bank employees, who are worried for
their safety, many aspiring political leaders have
also been at the forefront of these assaults, to
gain quick public support, and have been live-
streaming their attacks on their social media ac-
counts. Many bank employees claim police
apathy. Notices have been put up in banks, warn-
ing people of strict legal consequences if they at-
tack bank employees. But the malady is deeper,

according to experts.

Mounting service charges

One of the main conditions of the scheme is that
the bank account has to be linked to the bene�-
ciary’s Aadhaar card. While several women had
opened bank accounts, especially during the
launch of the Jan Dhan Yojana, a �nancial inclu-
sion programme of the Government of India
launched in 2014, several accounts were dormant
or were without KYC documents, explains Devi-
das Tuljapurkar, General Secretary of Maharash-
tra State Bank Employees’ Association. (KYC or
‘know your customer’ is a mandatory process to
verify customer identity and prevent fraudulent
activities.) “When these women went to banks in
the hope of getting ₹1,500, they were asked to up-
date their KYC details or link their accounts with
their Aadhaar. Some of them say they lost some
money due to the automatic charges levied on
the dormant accounts,” he says.

In Loni Kalbhor, a village about 11 km east of
Pune in western Maharashtra, Saguna Lonkar
was aghast when she went to the bank to claim
bene�ts under the scheme and found that a
₹92,000 penalty had been imposed on her ac-
count. She had been running a small business.
The account became dormant from 2020 after
she went bankrupt. Lonkar learned that approxi-
mately twice each month, ACH (Automated
Clearing House) return charges of ₹354 had been
imposed on her account. (ACH transactions are
electronic money transfers between �nancial in-
stitutions that are often used for payroll, bills, tax-
es, and other �nancial activities.) In addition,
other charges were levied. When the government
transferred money under the Ladki Bahin Yoja-
na, the penalty �nally stood at ₹89,503.

There are service charges for all bank services,
including closure of an account. When such
charges are automatically debited, bank em-
ployees cannot reverse them. When hundreds of
bene�ciaries throng the banks at the same time
to claim bene�ts under schemes such as this, the
responsibility of breaking this news falls on the
branch employee. The employees fall in the line
of �re. Interviews with bank employees and ac-
count holders reveal how people are desperate
for the money, and feel that they have been
cheated. According to bank employees’ unions,
during the election season, the government is
keen to show that it has disbursed the money.

Banks are short-sta�ed and cannot deal with the
serpentine queues. As patience wears out and
service provision takes time, employees are so-
metimes assaulted.

The problems in banks

Tuljapurkar says this is “commodi�cation of po-
verty and helplessness”. He says the poor are vul-
nerable and want to take whatever help the state
o�ers. During election time, the political leaders
take advantage of this helplessness. “This is elec-
tion season. Why are bank employees being at-
tacked now? It didn’t happen earlier. Today, bank
employees are well-o�. They are paid better than
before. The people who come to public sector
banks are often poor. There is a �nancial gap bet-
ween them. The poor believe that banks don’t
ful�l their demands. In fact, they believe that
they are the ones that create impediments. So,
there is anger against the system,” he argues.

Tuljapurkar says this is a larger systemic issue
that needs to be addressed. “It is cruel that the
banks don’t employ security guards for the safety
of their own branch sta�. If the government does
not provide protection, the bank management
should. In a recent meeting, the State govern-
ment told the SLBC (State Level Bankers’ Com-
mittee) that it disburses ₹8,000 crore through
these banks and that the banks should spend on
security,” he adds.

Vitthal Mane, convenor of United Forum of
Bank Unions, says public sector banks are under-
sta�ed, which is why employees are being at-
tacked. “Though processes are digitised, the peo-
ple who come from rural areas or who are poor
approach banks. Policymakers think that since
banking is digitised, sta� members are not need-
ed. That is not true. We need more tech-savvy
sta� to help those approaching banks. That is
why we had organised a dharna in Mumbai. We
made three demands: there should be new re-
cruitment; safety must be ensured; and strict ac-
tion must be taken against the culprits.”

The Hindu repeatedly contacted the SLBC re-
presentative, Satish Kumar, but he did not answ-
er our detailed queries. However, an o�cial who
is not authorised to speak to the media admits
that the issue is of serious concern. “This is a big
issue and banks have been taking cognisance of
it,” the o�cial says.

The minutes of the meeting held at the Maha-
rashtra State Secretariat on October 29 with the
subject line, ‘Details of the meeting held for the
bank transactions related to Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana, chaired by Honourable Se-
cretary of Women and Child Development de-
partment on 29/10/2024 at 3 pm’, reads: “For the
implementation of Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana, there is a massive crowd in the
banks for opening bank accounts of the bene�ci-
ary women, linking the bank accounts with Aad-
haar, doing KYC, the demand that the installment
should not be adjusted against pending service
charges or loan installments.”

The minutes of the meeting say that according
to the Convenor of United Forum of Banks Union,
“inappropriate incidents” were taking place
against the bank employees “during this rush.”
The note emphasises the need for adequate se-
curity measures and seeks Standard Operating
Procedures from the banks that ensure the de-
ducted banking service charges are refunded. It
seeks more coordination of the police, the admi-
nistration, and the banks for better security.

The government acknowledges that there is an
issue and has said that a remedial plan should be
in place. But there is no clarity yet on whether
the banks will appoint private security guards or
whether they expect the State machinery to pro-
vide security to the branches.

As of now, the addition of new members to the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana has
stopped due to the Model Code of Conduct,
which is in place as Maharashtra goes to the polls
on November 20. Public sector bank employees
are busy with election duty and bank responsibil-
ities and say they live in the hope that they won’t
be attacked any more.

Political issue

Meanwhile, the Opposition has slammed the go-
vernment over the lack of �nancial planning
while rolling out the scheme. “The previous Udd-
hav Thackeray government had rolled out a loan
waiver of ₹36,000 crore for the farmers of Maha-
rashtra. How did that not lead to any strain on the
bank employees?” says Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray) MP Sanjay Raut. “Whether it
was the note-ban decision or the Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, they have been
brought about without any �nancial planning
and only for electoral bene�ts. When we come to
power, we will �t it in the legal and �nancial
framework.”

Even as the government tries to stop the at-
tacks, employees are worried. The police acted
swiftly to register a case against Pandurang Dev-
kar, a bank employee, but he still fears for his life.
“I was followed, abducted, and taken to a crema-
torium. I was beaten black and blue with rods
and sharp weapons,” Devkar says.

“Whenever the government wants to bring
about such populist schemes, they should take
the banks and �nancial institutions into con�-
dence. They should let us know about their
plans, take feedback from us, and then introduce
these schemes. That way, there will be better
coordination and less stress on banking struc-
tures,” he adds.

Names and details have been withheld to protect identities

vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in

A bank employee in Maharashtra. EMMANUAL YOGINI 

Bankers bruised by
a populist promise 
The Maharashtra government rolled out the Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana in August 2024 and is counting on it to

gather votes from women. Ever since the scheme was introduced and bene�ciaries began thronging banks,

there have been several attacks on public sector bank employees. Vinaya Deshpande Pandit reports on a

scheme that has caused law and order problems and created fear among employees 

Whenever
the govern-
ment wants
to bring
about
populist
schemes,
they should
take banks
and �nancial
institutions
into con�-
dence.

PANDURANG
DEVKAR
Bank employee

A view of the crowd gathered during a programme of the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar in

Maharashtra. ANI 

Policymakers think that since banking is
digitised, sta� members are not needed. That
is not true. We need more tech-savvy sta� to
help those approaching banks.

VITTHAL MANE
Convenor of United Forum of Bank Unions
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On a year-on-year basis, revenues were �at in Ut-
tarakhand, while they shrank a sharp 33% in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, 8% in Nagaland, and 5% in Mani-
pur, which was a moderate improvement from
the 33% shrinkage in the strife-torn State’s GST re-
venues during September. Himachal Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh clocked a contraction of 2% and 1%,
respectively, in October.

Kerala, by contrast, recorded the highest
growth at 20%, followed by Gujarat, whose reve-
nues grew 17% after staying �at in September.
Four States’ revenues rose 15%, including Haryana
and West Bengal, while Maharashtra and Bihar re-
ported a 14% growth in GST receipts.

Among the States that witnessed weaker reve-
nue growth, the poorest performance came from
the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir as well
as Sikkim, with just 2% growth, followed by a 3%
rise in Jharkhand, and just 4% in Tamil Nadu. 

“While many large States have recorded an in-
crease above 9%, some of them and many of the
smaller States have shown a below average in-
crease, which would be an area of concern for
them,” said M.S. Mani, partner at Deloitte India.

Jump in refunds
Refunds to domestic taxpayers jumped 42.8% in
October, from about 24% in September, improv-
ing for the third straight month. However, export-
related refunds of GST collections contracted 2%
in October, compared to a 39.2% spike in the pre-
ceding month.

Overall refunds were 18.2% higher than last Oc-
tober, slowing for the second successive month.
Mr. Mani, however, felt that the refund levels were
healthy and indicate stabilisation of the refund
process and reduction in rejections due to inter-
pretative issues. In July, refunds had contracted by
over 19%.

GST receipts’ growth
picks up, but o� target

The Congress on Friday
made a sharp rebuttal to
the Election Commission’s
response to its complaints
on the Haryana Assembly
election, saying if the poll
panel’s goal was to “strip it-
self of the last vestiges of
neutrality”, then it was do-
ing a “remarkable job” at
creating that impression.

The principal Opposi-
tion party’s response came
days after the EC rejected
allegations of irregularities
in the recently concluded
Assembly polls and said
that the party was raising
“the smoke of a generic
doubt” about the credibili-
ty of an entire electoral
outcome as it did in the
past.

In its letter, the Con-
gress claimed that the EC’s
response was written in a
tone that is condescending
and indicated that it may
take legal recourse to ex-
punge such remarks if the
poll panel persists with
such language. 

The letter was signed by
nine senior leaders — K.C.
Venugopal, Ashok Gehlot,
Bhupinder Hooda, Jairam
Ramesh, Pawan Khera,
Ajay Maken, Abhishek
Singhvi, Uday Bhan, and
Partap Bajwa.

“We have carefully stu-
died your response to our
complaints. Not surprising-
ly, the EC has given a clean
chit to itself. We would nor-
mally have let it be at that.
However, the tone and te-
nor of the EC’s response,
the language used, and the
allegations made against
the INC compel us to sub-
mit the counter-response,”
the letter said.

The Congress leaders,
who signed the letter,
claimed that every reply
from the EC now seemed
to be laced with ad homi-
nem attacks on either indi-
vidual leaders or the party
itself. They said the Con-
gress’s communications
con�ned themselves to is-
sues and were written with
a regard for the high o�ce
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner and his brother
Commissioners. 

‘Condescending tone’
“However, the EC’s reply is
written in a tone that is
condescending,” the letter
said. 

“Judges who write deci-
sions do not attack or de-
monise the party raising
the issues. However, if the
EC persists then we shall
have no choice but to seek
legal recourse to expunge
such remarks [a remedy
with which the EC is fami-
liar since it unsuccessfully
sought to do the same with
a high court’s un�attering
but accurate observations
after COVID],” it added. 

Cong. slams EC, says it may
take legal route to expunge
remarks against the party 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

K. C. Venugopal

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday hit out at
the Congress, stating that
the party was now realis-
ing the hard way that mak-
ing “unreal” promises dur-
ing election campaigns
was easy but implement-
ing them properly was
tough or impossible.

The statement came af-
ter Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge ad-
vised the party’s State un-
its to make only those pro-
mises that were �nancially
viable. 

“Campaign after cam-
paign they promise things
to the people, which they
also know they will never
be able to deliver. Now,
they stand badly exposed
in front of the people! Fa-
kePromisesOfCongress,”
Mr. Modi said in a series of
posts on X. 

“Check any State where
the Congress has govern-
ments today — Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, and
Telangana — the develop-

mental trajectory and �s-
cal health is turning from
bad to worse. Their so-
called guarantees lie unful-
�lled, which is a terrible
deceit upon the people of
these States,” he said.

“In Karnataka, Congress
is busier in intra-party pol-
itics and loot instead of
even bothering to deliver
on development. Not only
that, they are also going to
rollback existing schemes.
In Himachal Pradesh, sal-
aries of government work-
ers is not paid on time. In
Telangana, farmers are
waiting for the waiver they
promised. Previously, in
Chhattisgarh and Rajas-

than they promised certain
allowances which were
never implanted for �ve
years. There are numerous
such examples of how the
Congress works,” he said.

Congress general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal told
the media, “In Karnataka,
we are implementing our
promises in a greater way.
We are implementing our
promises, that is the real
model of Congress promis-
es. In Karnataka, whatever
we promised we are imple-
menting, anybody can exa-
mine it. The Prime Minis-
ter’s statement is wrong.”

The Prime Minister’s
comments triggered a vol-
ley of reactions from se-
nior leaders including Mr.
Kharge and Himachal Pra-
desh Chief Minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu.

Questioning Mr. Modi’s
promise of creating two
crore jobs every year and
acchhe din in a post on X,
Mr. Kharge said, “Lies, De-
ceit, Fakery, Loot & Public-
ity are the 5 adjectives
which best describe your
Govt!”

Congress stands exposed
over ‘unreal’ promises made
during elections, says Modi
Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi

Suspected militants �red
upon and injured two non-
locals in the Mazhama Ma-
gam area of Budgam in
Kashmir on Friday
evening.

Sanjay and Usman, both
from Uttar Pradesh, were
working on a project of the
Jal Jeevan Department on
the banks of Nallah Sukh-
nag when they were target-
ed by unknown gunmen,
who �ed the area after the
�ring.

The victims were shifted
to a hospital, o�cials said.
Initial reports suggested
that one of them sustained
a bullet injury in the arm
and the other, in the leg.
Their condition was stated
to be stable.

O�cials said that securi-
ty forces have launched a
major search operation to
trace the attackers.

This is the fourth attack
on non-local workers in
J&K in the past month. Ear-
lier, militants shot dead a
non-local in Shopian and
injured another in Pulwa-
ma’s Tral. In Ganderbal, a
militant attack left seven,
including six non-locals
and one local doctor dead. 

2 non-locals
injured after
being shot at
in Kashmir
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The Indian and Chinese Ar-
mies started coordinated
patrolling along the Line of
Actual Control in Demchok
on Friday, while patrolling
in Depsang is expected to
commence in a day or so,
sources con�rmed.

This comes after disen-
gagement was completed
on Wednesday in both
these areas located in east-
ern Ladakh, the �nal fric-
tion points from the 2020
stand-o� between the two
countries. The resumption
of patrolling is a signi�cant
step in returning to the sta-
tus quo of pre-April 2020.

O�cials from both sides
veri�ed the completion of
disengagement on the
ground in both the areas,
Army sources said. Ground
commanders, at the rank
of Brigadier and below,
held meetings on Wednes-
day to work out the modal-
ities for patrolling. In order
to avoid face-o�s between
patrols and prevent clash-
es, the timing and frequen-
cy of patrols will be coordi-

nated. However, given that
there has been a stand-o�
going on at Demchok since
2017 and that the latest
agreement is only to res-
tore the ground situation
to the pre-April 2020 situa-
tion, it is not clear upto
what point the Indian Ar-
my will get to patrol in the
Demchok area.

At Depsang, where the
situation is much more
complex, patrolling is ex-
pected to resume over the
weekend. At least techni-
cally, this means that the
Indian Army should be
able to resume patrols up-
to the Patrolling Points 10,
11, 11A, 12, and 13 in the
area, which it last managed
to access in January 2020.

With disengagement
now completed at all the
friction points of the stand-
o� that began in May 2020,
the next step is to work out
new patrolling norms and
resume patrolling at other
friction points as well, such
as Galwan, Patrolling Point
15 and 17A in the Gogra
Hotsprings area, and the
north and south banks of
the Pangong Tso.

Patrolling resumes at
Demchok, to begin in
Depsang on weekend 
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Noted author, economist
and Padma Shri awardee
Bibek Debroy, who had
been the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Coun-
cil Chairman since 2017,
passed away on Friday
morning at the age of 69.

Mr. Debroy was also a
member of the NITI Aayog,
which had replaced the
erstwhile Planning Com-
mission, till mid-2019, and
had wide-ranging interests
beyond economics. He was
also a Sanskrit scholar who
had translated the Bhaga-
vad Gita, the Vedas, the Ra-
mayana and the Mahabha-
rata; and was working on a
project to translate the Pu-
ranas as well that remained
incomplete. 

The veteran economist,
who had been ailing for a
few weeks, had been ad-
mitted to the AIIMS emer-

gency around 10 p.m. on
Thursday. Hospital sources
said he had “subacute in-
testinal obstruction” and
expired at 7 a.m. on Friday.
Leaders across the political
spectrum paid lofty tri-
butes to Mr. Debroy.

“Dr. Bibek Debroy Ji was
a towering scholar...
Through his works, he left
an indelible mark on In-
dia’s intellectual land-
scape. Beyond his contri-
butions to public policy, he
enjoyed working on our
ancient texts, making them
accessible to the youth,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote in a post on X.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh called Mr. Debroy
“a man of unusually wide-
ranging interests” who was
“�rst and foremost a �ne
theoretical and empirical
economist who worked
and wrote on various as-
pects of the Indian econo-
my”. President Droupadi

Murmu said the country
has lost an eminent public
intellectual and termed his
understanding of India’s
social, cultural and eco-
nomic landscape as
“exceptional”.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman noted that
Mr. Debroy “profusely par-
ticipated in policy mak-
ing”. “He was proli�c in
translating Sanskrit to En-

glish — our epics and pura-
nas. His book Sarama and
Her Children showed his
uncanny knack in extract-
ing nuggets from our an-
cient texts. Bibek, you had
so much more to do and to
complete — for all our
sake!” wrote Ms.
Sitharaman.

Warm, a�able and eru-
dite, Mr. Debroy remained
a proli�c author and co-

alma mater Presidency
College, Mr. Debroy had
worked at the Gokhale In-
stitute of Economics and
Politics in Pune, followed
by the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade in the na-
tional capital. 

The economist also
spent a year with the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs in the Finance Minis-
try in the mid-1990s, but
one of his longest serving
roles was the directorship
of the Rajiv Gandhi Insti-
tute for Contemporary Stu-
dies (RGICS) between 1997
and 2005. 

At RGICS, a report
steered by Mr. Debroy and
published in 2005, had
created a �utter in the �rst
year of the Manmohan
Singh-led UPA regime by
naming Gujarat, then un-
der Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi, as India’s top
State on an index to mea-
sure economic freedom.

This had led to a heated
debate on the Gujarat mo-
del of development, and
amid unease in the Con-
gress ranks, Mr. Debroy
eventually moved on to the
Punjab Haryana Delhi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry or PHDCCI. A
two-year stint at the indus-
try body was followed by a
long stint at the Centre for
Policy and Research from
2007 till he became part of
the Centre’s think tank af-
ter Mr. Modi’s government
assumed o�ce in 2014.

Mr. Ramesh recalled
that Mr. Debroy had a spe-
cial skill for lucid exposi-
tion that would make lay-
persons easily understand
complex economic issues.
“Bibek was also a very
proli�c, and always
thought-provoking, com-
mentator in the media,” he
said.

(With inputs from Bindu
Shajan Perappadan)

lumnist even after joining
the NITI Aayog, continuing
to shed light and seek on
an eclectic variety of is-
sues, including but not res-
tricted to arcane and ar-
chaic legislation, and the
Indian Railways’ history
and operational nuances.
In his recent public
speeches, Mr. Debroy had
mooted the need for the
country to expeditiously
conduct the population
Census that has been over-
due for a few years, and to
revisit key economic me-
trics, including the poverty
line de�nition.

Early years and career
After his schooling at Ra-
makrishna Mission School,
Narendrapur, Mr. Debroy
had studied at Presidency
College, Kolkata, followed
by the Delhi School of Eco-
nomics and Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge. Starting
with a teaching stint at his

Bibek Debroy, PM’s Economic Advisory Council Chairman, no more 
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

BIBEK DEBROY (1955-2024)

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said he
was “not a big fan” of his
o�cial residence, 10 Jan-
path, as his father and
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi was an occu-
pant of the bungalow
when he was assassinated.

Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated in Tamil Nadu’s Sri-
perumbudur on May 21,
1991. “My father died
[while he was living] here,
so I am not a big fan of this
house,” Mr. Gandhi is seen
telling his nephew, Raihan
Rajiv Vadra, in a video re-
leased on Friday. The vi-
deo also shows Mr. Gandhi
interacting with workers
painting the bungalow.

Not a big fan
of 10 Janpath
bungalow,
says Rahul

The Hindu Bureau
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A
ir pollution in the
national capital on
Friday morning

was 14 times higher than
the permissible limit pre-
scribed by the World
Health Organisation
(WHO), according to the of-
�cial data.

With city residents
openly �outing the ban on
�recrackers noti�ed by the
Delhi government on Oc-
tober 21, Delhi’s overall 24-
hour average air quality in-
dex (AQI) settled at 339
(‘very poor’), up from 328
(‘poor’) a day earlier, as
per the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB)’s of-
�cial bulletin. A higher va-
lue of AQI suggests an in-
crease in air pollution. 

However, experts said
the AQI had spiked even
higher on the night of Dee-
pavali but was mitigated by
winds that blew across the
Capital through the night. 

Ahead of Deepavali, o�-
cial forecasts showed that
Delhi’s AQI could deterio-

rate to the ‘severe’ catego-
ry on Friday due to
�recrackers.

“The air pollution
peaked around 2 a.m. on
November 1 due to �re-
crackers. But the wind
speed had picked up from
October 31 evening itself
and �ushed out the pollu-
tants,” said Sachin Ghude,
a scientist at the Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteo-

rology, Pune. 
The overall level of

PM2.5 (a chief pollutant) in
Delhi was found to be 209.1
micrograms per cubic me-
ter at 8 a.m. on Friday, as
per CPCB data, which is 14
times the WHO’s permissi-
ble limit of 15 micrograms
per cubic meter.

However, in some parts
of the city, the level of
PM2.5 was over 100-120

times the WHO limit, but it
improved over time, ac-
cording to Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
data.

According to the Central
government’s Air Quality
Early Warning System for
Delhi, the city’s air quality
is likely to be in the ‘very
poor’ category Friday
night onwards as meteoro-
logical conditions are likely

to be “extremely unfavour-
able”. 

Meanwhile, the contri-
bution of stubble burning
in neighbouring states to
PM2.5 in Delhi on Thurs-
day was 27.6%, the highest
proportion recorded this
paddy harvest season, ac-
cording to the Union Minis-
try of Earth Sciences data. 

Air pollution spikes in
Delhi and many other
parts of north India every
winter.

Political slugfest 
The better-than-expected
air quality on Friday morn-
ing led to a war of words
between the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
BJP. Delhi Environment Mi-
nister Gopal Rai credited
the people for bursting
“fewer” �recrackers this
Deepavali and thanked
them. He said those who
burst �recrackers this year
“will be convinced to light
diyas” the next Deepavali.
He said the government
has increased water sprin-
kling across the Capital to
control bad air.

Winds help Delhi escape ‘severe’
air pollution after Deepavali  

Smoke rising from a garbage mountain in Bhalswa on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

With city residents openly �outing the ban on �recrackers, Delhi’s 24-hour average air quality index turned ‘very poor’ on

Friday, but experts say it could have been worse had it not been for the winds that blew across the capital at night

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

e327682

e327682



A HY-HYECM
YK

THE HINDU 

11Saturday, November 2, 2024
Hyderabad
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In 2019,
Hemant Soren

declared his date of
birth, yet in 2024, he
appears to have aged by
seven years in just �ve.
What magic is this? 

SANJAY SETH
Union Minister of State for Defence

The CM’s vision
of development

is �awed. Roads, bridges,
connectors are built and
then taxpayers’ money is
used to �ll potholes

KEDAR DIGHE
Shiv Sena (UBT) candidate against
Eknath Shinde

The Election Commission
(EC) on Friday took cogni-
sance of the Shiv Sena
(UBT)’s formal complaint
�led against the Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief Raj Thackeray’s son
Amit Thackeray for alleg-
edly violating the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC)
with his Deepavali pro-
gramme held at Shivaji
Park on Thursday.

In a letter to the State’s
Chief Electoral O�cer, Shiv
Sena (UBT) deputy secre-
tary Sachin Parasnaik com-
plained that the MNS had
violated the MCC by cele-
brating Deepotsav in a
State-owned space, insist-
ing that the entire expens-
es incurred on the event be
included as part of the
election expenditure of Mr.
Amit Thackeray, the MNS
candidate from the Mahim
constituency. 

The EC has set an ex-
penditure limit of ₹40 lakh
per candidate in an As-

sembly election.
“The Model Code of

Conduct is applicable in
the entire State. The Bri-
hanMumbai Municipal
Corporation, however, has

given its consent to the
MNS to celebrate Deepot-
sav at the Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj Park, which is
under the civic body’s ju-
risdiction. The MNS has
displayed the party ban-
ners, installed gates, and
put up lanterns in the area.
This is a clear violation of
the MCC,” Mr. Parasnaik
said. 

“MNS candidate Amit
Thackeray was present at

the venue at the time of in-
auguration of Deepotsav.
The expenses of Deepotsav
should be included in the
election expenses of MNS
candidate from Mahim as-
sembly seat, Amit Thacke-
ray, as per the stipulated
rules,” he said, adding that
the EC should initiate strict
action against the o�cials
responsible for illegally al-
lowing party campaigning
in public spaces.

In its reply, the EC said
that an investigation into
the matter has begun, ad-
ding that it has sought a
response to the allegations
from the MNS.

Defending Mr. Amit
Thackeray, MNS leader Ba-
la Nandgaonkar said: “We
have been holding the Dee-
potsav here for many
years. This has no connec-
tion with Amit Thackeray’s
campaign. The Shiv Sena
(UBT) is objecting to a Hin-
du festival as it has stopped
following the Hindu ideol-
ogy. They must now o�-
cially change their reli-
gion.”

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

Raj’s Sena vs Uddhav’s Sena: Deepavali
gala of one sparks �reworks from the
other; ball is now in the court of the EC

Amit Thackeray is the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena candidate from
the Mahim constituency. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Shiv Sena (UBT) takes
exception to the
Deepotsav organised
by the MNS in a
public park

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day lashed out at Jhark-
hand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren for being
engaged in selective hospi-
tality. He challenged Mr.
Soren to push back Ghu-
lam Ahmad Mir, Jharkhand
Congress in-charge from
the State, and then he
would also leave.

His statement has come
amid the political debate
over the entries of many
BJP leaders in Jharkhand.
Mr. Soren has raised this is-
sue several times calling
them outsiders during pu-
blic meetings. 

While speaking in Garh-
wa, Mr. Sarma said, “Is a
green card given to a par-
ticular community? First
Mir [Ghulam Ahmad Mir]
should be pushed back,
and then you push me as
well.” “You cannot run this
country by appeasing a
particular community,” he
added. “Today, Hindus
have become outsiders. Ir-

fan Ansari and Alamgir
Alam are not outsiders but
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Himanta Biswa Sarma have
become outsiders. Let BJP
form the government, we
will legally throw out all
the Bangladeshi in�ltrators
from Jharkhand,” Mr. Sar-
ma said.

Meanwhile, BSP candi-
date from Hussainabad,
Kushwaha Shivpujan Meh-
ta lodged a complaint
against Mr. Sarma accusing
him of creating communal
tension. 

Mr. Sarma had said in a
public meeting that Hussai-
nabad would be made a
district, but its name
would be changed if the
BJP was voted to power.

In Soren’s Jharkhand,
Hindus are becoming
outsiders, says Sarma

Himanta Biswa Sarma

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

T
he upcoming Maharashtra Assembly
election is set to be the arena for
some bitter family battles, with at

least �ve constituencies seeing clashes
between close relatives.

There is a high-octane �ght brewing in
Baramati, where the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief Ajit Pawar is contesting
against his nephew Yugendra Pawar, who is
representing the NCP (SP). In Aheri, NCP
Minister Dharmarao Baba Atram will face o�
against his daughter Bhagyashree
Atram-Halgekar who has joined the NCP (SP).
Yet another �ght between families split by the
NCP divide is happening in Sindhkhedraja,
where Rajendra Shingne who recently joined
the NCP (SP) is battling his niece Gayatri
Shingne of the NCP.

In the Loha-Kandhar constituency, the
NCP’s Prataprao Patil Chikhalikar is taking on
his brother-in-law, Shyamsunder Shinde of
the Peasant and Workers Party. In Nashik’s
Chandwad constituency, BJP candidate Rahul
Aher is contesting against his brother Keda
Aher, an Independent candidate. 

In the Lok Sabha election, the battle lines
between the NCP factions were drawn in the
family turf of Baramati, with Mr. Ajit Pawar
�elding his wife, Sunetra Pawar, against his
cousin Supriya Sule, daughter of party
patriarch Sharad Pawar.

The Aheri constituency in Gadchiroli
district will witness a heated battle between
Mr. Atram and his daughter. In fact, it’s a
triangular �ght among the Atrams of the
Aheri royal family, with the sitting MLA’s
nephew, former BJP Minister Ambrishrao
Atram, throwing his hat in the ring as an
Independent candidate. Mr. Dharmarao Baba
Atram asked voters to throw his daughter and
son-in-law into the Pranhita river for
treachery. His daughter had an impassioned
response: “When my father was abducted in
1991 by Naxalites, it was Sharad Pawar who
made his safe release possible. I am paying
gratitude for saving my father’s life by joining
the NCP [SP].” In Nanded, Mr. Chikhalikar, a
former BJP MP, has joined the NCP. His
brother-in-law, Mr. Shinde won the previous
Assembly election with Mr. Chikhalikar’s
support. This time, they are set to clash, in a
�ght that originated during an Agricultural
Produce Market Committee election. 

Families battle
their own in
Maharashtra
Assembly polls

Tough fight: NCP chief Ajit Pawar is contesting
against his nephew Yugendra Pawar. PTI

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

W
ith rebellions,
internal squab-
bles within the

Mahayuti and the Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA), and the
confusion over nomina-
tions, the Maharashtra As-
sembly election, slated to
take place in a single phase
on November 20, have
confounded many poll-
sters. Just like the confu-
sion about the seat-sharing
formula, the �ghts will also
be clearer only after the
last day of the withdrawal
of nominations on Novem-
ber 4.

Currently, looking at the
nominations which have
been �led by the o�cial
candidates, rebel Indepen-
dent candidates, and the
smaller parties, Maharash-
tra is slated to have many
multi-cornered �ghts. 

Interestingly, despite
the agrarian distress and
the unemployment levels,
these may not become poll
issues, say experts. The
key to power will likely be
decided by Vidarbha
where both the Congress
and the BJP are directly pit-
ted against each other. The
party which will dominate
in the 62 seats in Vidarbha
will likely hold the key to
Maharashtra’s power
equation.

This is the �rst State
election where the factions
of the Shiv Sena and the
Nationalist Congress Party
will contest in an all-stakes
�ght against each other in

their traditional strong-
holds. Sharad Pawar will
push to maintain his
stronghold on the sugar-
rich western Maharashtra
belt. The land of education
and sugar barons holds the
key to 70 of the 288 seats.
The Ajit Pawar-led NCP will
�ght in over 53 seats. 

“There seems to be a
clear advantage to Sharad
Pawar, particularly in west-
ern Maharashtra. He has
chosen the candidates very
strategically. He has good
support in the younger
population. In terms of the
appeasement of communi-
ties as well, he has given
tickets to Marathas and
Dhangars to get his poll eq-
uations right,” said Vivek
Bhavsar, political commen-
tator and senior journalist.

“This time, it is not one
election in Maharashtra.
The State faces 288 elec-

tions in 288 constituencies.
It will truly be an unprece-
dented election which will
be a nightmare for the poll-
sters as nobody is in a posi-
tion to predict the out-
come. My assessment is
that, like the 1999 elec-
tions, there will be several
Independent candidates
who will emerge as win-
ners. And after the results,
they will become the king-
makers, leading to the pos-
sibility of horse-trading.
Even smaller margins will
�ip the game in the State,”
Girish Kuber, Editor, Lok-
satta, told The Hindu.

Women’s vote
The Mahayuti government
banks on the success of the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana to garner the
votes of women. 

“It will primarily help
[Chief Minister] Eknath

Shinde, who has aggres-
sively campaigned for it as
his scheme,” said Mr.
Bhavsar.

And because the BJP has
done an outreach towards
several smaller communi-
ties, particularly reaching
out to the OBCs; the Kunbis
and the OBCs might lend
their support to the BJP.
But none of the political
parties, particularly in the
Opposition, seem to be
speaking about the issues
related to agriculture or
youth employment.

“Unfortunately, this
looks to be an issue-less
election. There are serious
issues like the agrarian cri-
sis, Maharashtra’s decline
in overall industrialisation,
and social tension. But
none of them will get re-
�ected in this election,”
Mr. Kuber said.

The Congress and the

MVA have claimed that
they will be able to carry
ahead the momentum of
the Lok Sabha election re-
sults where the MVA had
received wider support.
But months after the elec-
tions, that impact seems to
have weaned away, say
experts.

While the Congress feels
encouraged that it will lead
in the Vidarbha region, the
BJP believes it will be able
to work its way through the
region. “I don’t see the ef-
fect of Lok Sabha elections.
Had the Maharashtra elec-
tions been held with the
Haryana elections, things
would have been di�erent.
But now, welfarism will
come into play,” said Mr.
Kuber, adding that the Ma-
noj Jarange Patil factor
might not have a wider im-
pact on the election re-
sults.

Despite agrarian distress and unemployment levels, these may not turn out into issues debated in this election, say experts;

key to power will likely be decided by the Vidarbha region where Congress and BJP are directly pitted against each other 

IN FOCUS

Maharashtra marches to a new
beat, issues not getting primacy

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit 
MUMBAI

Ahead of the polls, the
Election Commission (EC) has
accepted the proposal of the
Jharkhand government to
appoint the 1988-batch IAS
o�icer Alka Tiwari as the next
Chief Secretary of the State. 

Ms. Tiwari, who belongs to
the Jharkhand cadre, is
currently the senior-most IAS

o�icer in the cadre, the
sources said.

Prior to this, the EC had
also consented to the
proposal of a five-month
extension of former Chief
Secretary Lalbiaktluanga
Khiangte’s tenure, the sources
added.

The EC had approved the
appointment of Ajay Kumar
Singh as the DGP of
Jharkhand on October 21.

The Assembly polls are
scheduled to be held in
Jharkhand in two phases on
November 13 and 20. 

EC approves
Alka Tiwari as
Chief Secretary 
�

Alka Tiwari is from the 1998
batch of the IAS. 

An FIR was registered in
Mumbai under Sections 79
and 356(2) of the BNS against
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant after Shiv Sena leader
Shaina N.C. complained that
he had used derogatory
language against her. 

Neelam Gorhe,  Shiv Sena
leader and Deputy

Chairperson of the
Maharashtra Legislative
Council, asked the Election
Commission to take
immediate action.

She said: “Arvind Sawant’s
statement reflects how low
and contemptible the
perspective of Uddhav
Thackeray’s party and its
leaders are towards women in
the State.” Issuing a warning
that they will not tolerate
disrespectful comments at
women, Dr. Gorhe demanded
that Mr. Sawant publicly
apologise to Ms. Shaina.

FIR lodged
against Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP
�

A total of 47,392 centenarians
are among the more than 9.7
crore citizens in Maharashtra
who are eligible to vote in the
November 20 Assembly polls,
according to the Election
Commission data. As per the
figures, there are 22,22,704
voters in the age group of
18-19. PTI

47,392 proud
centenarians
eligible to vote 
�

CARTOONSCAPE | SOUMYADIP SINHA

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis on Friday said he is con-
�dent that he will be able
to convince all the rebels to
work for the interest of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Speaking to repor-
ters from his home turf in
Nagpur, he said, “Any or-
ganisation derives its ener-
gy from its workers. For
our party too, our workers
are very crucial who lead
us to victory.”

He further added, “All
the rebel candidates are
our own people. It is our
responsibility to talk to
them and convince them.
It happens often that some
aspirants express their dis-
pleasure against the party
when their name does not
come on the list when tick-
ets are distributed for the
election. We are col-
leagues, we have spent a
lot of time together. I am
con�dent that we will con-
vince all our colleagues so
that we can all put our best
work together.” 

Friendly �ght
Earlier this week, Mr. Fad-
navis had said, “We are try-
ing to help most of the re-
bels understand and
withdraw their nomina-
tions. However, in some
places, it will be a friendly
�ght on November 20, the
day Maharashtra votes.”

Mr. Fadnavis is contest-
ing from the Nagpur South-
West Assembly constituen-
cy in the upcoming elec-
tion. 

The last day for withdra-
wal of nomination forms
for the Assembly election
is November 4.

Will be able to
convince
rebels to stick
to the BJP,
says Fadnavis

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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Life is always inlaid with happiness and sorrow. One seeks
material wealth only to realise one cannot enjoy many
things money can buy because one’s health does not per-
mit it. One should not measure happiness by sensory grat-
i�cation or by the end of one’s worldly troubles; true hap-
piness lies in working towards and attaining liberation.
Vaikuntam (constantly being in the presence of Perumal,
like the nityasuris) and serving the Lord is true happiness.

How does one attain such a state? Perumal is the pa-
ramporul (Supreme Being) but our senses cannot perceive
this. We can learn about Him only through the Vedas, and
the personi�cation of Vedas is Garuda, said Velukkudi
Ranganathan in a discourse.

Referred to as Periya Tiruvadi (as he carries Perumal on
his shoulder), Garuda is a devotee, friend, the vehicle, the
seat, the dhwaja (�ag, meaning whoever comes under it
will be o�ered protection), protective cloak and also
serves as a fan. He serves the Lord in every situation,
showing bhaktas the way forward to serve Him, who is al-
ways fond of His devotees and will not brook anyone treat-
ing them with disfavour, as Duryodhana did. When Krish-
na chose to partake of Vidhura’s hospitality, rather than
Duroydhana’s, the Lord stated that as per sastras, one can-
not eat in an enemy’s house. The Kaurava prince replied,
“There is no enmity between us.” To this, Krishna said,
“Not directly. However, you hate the Pandavas, who are
my bhaktas. How can I overlook that?” Nammazhwar too
says God will protect His devotees. It is Garuda who brings
Perumal tirelessly whenever bhaktas call him. It is Vishnu
Himself who asked Garuda to be His vehicle. 

Garuda, essence of Vedas 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Rajesh Kumar Singh took over as Defence
Secretary at South Block, New Delhi, on Friday.
He took over from the incumbent, Giridhar
Aramane, a 1988-batch IAS o�cer of the Andhra
Pradesh cadre who retired from service on
Thursday after a two-year stint. Before taking
charge, Mr. Singh laid a wreath and paid homage
to the fallen heroes at the National War Memorial
in New Delhi. He is a 1989-batch IAS o�cer from
the Kerala cadre, and had assumed the charge as
O�cer on Special Duty (Defence
Secretary-designate) on August 20. Earlier, Mr.
Singh was holding the charge of Secretary,
Department for Promotion of Industry. 

Rajesh Kumar Singh takes
charge as Defence Secretary 

Rohit Bal, one of India’s most celebrated fashion
designers, died on Friday at a south Delhi
hospital following a heart attack, Fashion Design
Council of India president Sunil Sethi said. He
was 63. Mr. Bal was admitted to the intensive care
unit of a private hospital in Gurugram for cardiac
issues in December 2023. In October 2024, he
presented his collection at the Lakme Fashion
Week X FDCI 2024 grand �nale. “He had a
cardiac arrest... heart failure. Rohit was a legend,
we are completely shaken right now. We are
trying to work out details for the cremation
tomorrow,” Mr. Sethi said. PTI

Noted fashion designer 
Rohit Bal, passes away at 63

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Karaoke)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Race from ill-tempered Ukraine maybe (5-7)

9 Sleeping place of birds basically too small to move (5)

10 Fickle mind to enter into bar for summer drink (9)

11 Watson is confused about drug that is elementary (2,5)

12 Make o� with bachelor in a moment leaving parents heartily (7)

13 Face rascal without fear ultimately in conference (8)

14 Saint remains with mass (5)

18 A sailor's back bone (5)

20 Bad choice to accommodate sailors near a road built along a
cli� (8)

24 Answer, [6-10] + 9. Extremely stupid! (7)

26 Compounds found primarily inhabiting near a few rivers' banks
(7)

27 Spooner's dark bird, it's closely connected (5-4)

28 Su�er from hot dog (5)

29 How athletes struggle with selectors primarily to outshine
other performers? (5,3,4)

Down

1 Cast irons used for breakfast item (9)

2 Very active time without money and pride (2,3,2)

3 He deliberately wrecks boat at sea in criminal ruse (8)

4 Distressing experience of motor dealer (6)

5 Manicurist's accessories in essential treatment eliminate side
e�ects basically (4,3)

6 Index number finally depends on state essentially (5)

7 Danger mixing drug in Molotov cocktail (7)

8 Abandon dens, I mean (5)

15 Reportedly lay o� revolutionary to intimidate an institution
that is immune to criticism (6,3)

16 Lazy person is very drunk, let out after party (2,6)

17 Earl's daughter and son in drill getting problem on skin (7)

19 From the inside of Rome, atabrin is produced (2,5)

21 Ancient artefact disfigured in hotel (7)

22 One enthralled by crazy incentives (5)

23 Money returned for curdling substance (6)

25 Girl breaks into salad bar (5)
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I
ndia has not respond-
ed directly to the U.S.
decision to put 19 In-

dian entities under sanc-
tions for providing “dual-
use” technologies to Rus-
sia. 

Calling them “Third-
Country Sanctions Evad-
ers”, the U.S. Treasury De-
partment on Wednesday
imposed sanctions on
nearly 400 companies and
individuals from 17 coun-
tries. On Friday , however,
India’s Ministry of External
A�airs declined to com-
ment, despite several re-
quests for a reaction to the
sanctions imposed on a
number of Indian compa-
nies by the U.S. in a single
action against Russia.

O�cials also did not
comment on whether the
issue had been discussed
in a phone call between
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and his U.S.
counterpart, Jake Sullivan,
on Thursday .

A readout from the U.S.
White House said the two
Advisers had discussed
“regional security develop-
ments, underscoring the
need for further e�orts to

ensure stability in the In-
do-Paci�c region and glo-
bally”, but made no men-
tion of the U.S. action over
Russia-linked companies in
India.

Closer collaboration 
“They also discussed furth-
er opportunities for closer
collaboration in key do-
mains, including clean
energy supply chains and
defence cooperation,” the
readout added, highlight-
ing “progress in the bilater-
al partnership”, through
the Initiative on Critical
and Emerging Technology
(iCET) launched by them in
2023.

The Modi government
has thus far not responded

to U.S. Treasury sanctions
against a number of Indian
entities for links to Russia
and Iran since 2022, hold-
ing only that India “does
not recognise unilateral
sanctions”. According to
the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, the U.S. will now
freeze all property of the
sanctioned companies and
owners in the United States
and ban all transactions by
U.S. citizens with them.

“The United States and
our allies will continue to
take decisive action across
the globe to stop the �ow
of critical tools and tech-
nologies that Russia needs
to wage its illegal and im-
moral war against Uk-
raine,” Deputy Secretary of

the Treasury Wally Adeye-
mo, said, announcing the
sanctions.

The call between the
two NSAs, which followed
the announcement, came
days after India and China
announced they had disen-
gaged in the last two pend-
ing friction points on the
Line of Actual Control, in-
dicating a thaw in ties after
four years of a military
stand-o�. The NSAs spoke
amid escalating tensions
between India and Canada
over the Nijjar killing case,
and recent accusations
that Home Minister Amit
Shah had directed the kill-
ing of the Canadian Khalis-
tani activist last year. 

When asked, the U.S.
State Department spokes-
person said the allegations,
made by the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police Com-
missioner as well as the De-
puty Foreign Minister in
public comments, were
“concerning”, and the U.S.
government would “conti-
nue to consult with the Ca-
nadian government about
those allegations”. The Mi-
nistry of External A�airs
has thus far not comment-
ed on the latest allegations
from Canada or the U.S.
statement of “concern”. 

India silent after U.S. imposes
sanctions on 19 Indian entities

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with his U.S. counterpart, 

Jake Sullivan, in New Delhi in this June 17 photo. PTI

O�cials have not commented on whether the issue had come up for discussion in a phone 

call between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his U.S. counterpart, Jake Sullivan

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

From the neighbourhoods
of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
to Bengaluru and Hydera-
bad, the individuals and
entities facing Russia-relat-
ed sanctions by the U.S.
Treasury Department are
scattered across the
country.

An initial assessment re-
veals that nearly all the en-
tities are well-established
companies in their respec-
tive domains. They are ac-
tive in areas such as provid-
ing airport support to
small and large aircraft and
helicopters, spare parts for
machines, production of
machine tools, IT support,
commodities trade and bu-
siness consultancy service
providers. They are sus-
pected of providing dual
use goods that are in the
Common High Priority List
of the U.S. Department of
Commerce. 

The two individuals
who appear in the list are
Sudhir Kumar from New
Delhi and Vivek Kumar
Mishra from Chhattisgarh.
As per the website Linke-
dIn, both are directors in
Ascend Aviation. 

According to its website,
the company deals with a
wide range of aircraft-relat-
ed consumables, ground

support, and spare parts.
Another company, Denvas
Services Private Ltd. of Del-
hi, has been accused of be-
ing run by several Russian
nationals “involved in de-
fence procurement
schemes”. The U.S. Treasu-
ry Department has said
that it has been used by
Russia to procure “U.S. ori-
gin” microelectronics for
use in its advanced conven-
tional weapons.

The Bengaluru-based
Emsystech has been ac-
cused of sending over 800
shipments of electronic in-
tegrated circuits and ca-
pacitors made with pre-
cious metal tantalum to a
Russian entity that is active
in producing control sys-
tems and radio-electronic
items. 

The Hyderabad-based
Lokesh Machines Ltd., a
machine tools manufactur-
er, has been accused of col-
laborating with a Russian
defence agent, Alikhanov
or Dimitri Vladimirovich
Alikhanov. 

The Gurugram-based In-
novio Ventures has been
accused of sending “over
200 shipments, including
electronic integrated cir-
cuits and multilayer ceram-
ic capacitors to Russia-
based end-users” that in-
cluded Russian military
entity Testkomplekt. 

Delhi, Bengaluru
�rms among those
facing sanctions
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India expects to spend
around ₹81,664 crore on
biodiversity and conserva-
tion from the �nancial year
2025 to 2030. From 2018 to
2022, India spent ₹32,207
crore, and to meet the
higher �nancing require-
ments would require funds
from sources beyond rou-
tine government expendi-
ture, the country stated in
its updated submission at
the ongoing 16th edition of
Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) in Colom-
bia (COP-16).

The expenditure from
2018 to 2022 was purely
that expended by the
Centre as allocations to va-
rious Ministries or statuto-
ry bodies for the conserva-
tion and biodiversity-
linked programmes. 

Indian o�cials at the
conference said interna-
tional �nance would be ne-
cessary to meet these
goals. “I would like to men-

tion that it is necessary to
provide means of imple-
mentation, including �-
nancial resources, as laid
down in target 19 of the
Kunming Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework
(KMGBF) as well as from
Digital Sequence Informa-
tion (DSI), for implementa-
tion of the National Biodi-
versity Strategies and
Action Plans (NBSAP),” Kir-
ti Vardhan Singh, Minister
of State (Environment),
said at the convention.
“Lot of ground needs to be
covered in providing easily
accessible means of imple-

mentation, i.e. �nancial re-
sources, technology and
capacity building needs
with the requisite speed,
scope and scale.”

The KMGBF refers to
biodiversity goals pre-
viously agreed upon by
countries to reverse and
stop biodiversity loss by
2030. 

The DSI is one of the
agreements currently be-
ing debated upon by coun-
tries in Colombia and deals
with equitably sharing the
bene�ts from uploading
genetic data of organisms
in global databases. 

India spells out �nance needs
for biodiversity, conservation 
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Indian o�icials at the conference said that lot of ground needs have

to be covered for the implementation of NBSAP. AFP

The Supreme Court has
highlighted that sickness
and in�rmity of an accused
are grounds for bail even
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud, in
a recent order, highlighted
the leeway given to an ail-
ing accused under the anti-
money laundering law
while allowing interim bail
to Amar Sadhuram Mul-
chandani, former Chair-
person of Seva Vikas Co-
operative Bank.

The proviso to Section
45(1) of the PMLA speci�-
cally contemplates that a
person who “is sick or in-
�rm” may be released on
bail if the Special Court so
directs.

Section 45 of the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-

ing Act, 2002 or PMLA cov-
ers bail. Clause (1) of
Section 45 is stringent —
the accused would get bail
only if the court was satis-
�ed there were reasonable
grounds for believing they
were not guilty. Further,
the court should be satis-
�ed that the accused
would not commit any of-
fence while out on bail.
These twin conditions
make getting bail in the
PMLA cases an almost im-
possible task.

However, the proviso to
clause (1) of Section 45 al-
lows courts the discretion
to exempt persons below
16 years of age, women,
the sick or the in�rm from
these dual conditions for
bail, providing humane
relief.

In the current case, the
court noted that Mr. Mul-
chandani was 67 years old
and had already spent
nearly a year and three
months in custody.

Sickness, in�rmity
are grounds for bail
in PMLA case, says SC
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A 35-year-old man who
was allegedly behind a se-
ries of hoax bomb threats
to airports and railway sta-
tions across the country
has been arrested after he
presented himself before
the Nagpur Police, an o�-
cial said on Friday.

Jagdish Shriam Uikey,
resident of Arjuni Morgaon
in Gondia district of east-
ern Maharashtra, arrived
in Nagpur by �ight after
the city police sent him a
notice seeking his pre-
sence for probe, and sur-
rendered on Thursday
evening, he said.

Mr. Uikey operated from
Delhi, the o�cial said. An
email allegedly sent by him
to Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw and railway
police authorities on Oc-
tober 21 had led to in-
creased security measures
at railway stations too.

Man ‘behind’
hoax threats
surrenders in
Nagpur: police

Press Trust of India
NAGPUR

The Naga National Political
Groups (NNPG) said on
Thursday that the Union
government should �nalise
the Naga peace pact ac-
cording to the terms of the
agreement signed with the
group in 2019, the provi-
sions of which include a
separate page in the Indian
passport for the Nagas and
a bicameral legislature in
Nagaland.

The NNPG said the polit-
ical solution reached with
the Union government ful-
ly recognised the Naga
identity, with a separate
page in the Indian pass-
port, a separate contingent
of Nagas in all international
events, and an enhanced
representation in both
Houses of Parliament.

The NNPG, which is the
second group after the in-
�uential Isak-Muivah fac-
tion of the National Social-

ist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM) to engage in
peace talks with the Union
government, signed an
“Agreed Position” on Oc-
tober 31, 2019, with the
then Naga interlocutor,
R.N. Ravi, currently Tamil
Nadu’s Governor.

“The NNPG hopes that
the Government of India
will complete the signing
of the agreement in 2024
itself,” a statement by the
NNPG, which comprises
seven groups, said. 

It said the ‘Agreed Posi-
tion’ had the status of an
“intergovernmental agree-
ment” as the NNPG work-
ing committee had signed
it with Mr. Ravi, who was
holding a Cabinet rank in
the government. 

Naga group urges
Centre to �nalise
peace deal this year 

The NNPG is the
second group to
engage in peace talks
with the Centre

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI
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Bandhan Bank Ltd. announced that Partha
Pratim Sengupta has taken charge as MD & CEO
of the private lender e�ective Friday. He has led
large businesses in various domains, including
business, credit, and technology. Ratan Kumar
Kesh, who was the interim MD & CEO, will
resume his role as the ED and COO. From 2020
to 2022, Mr. Sengupta was the MD & CEO of
Indian Overseas Bank. He has spent over three
decades at the State Bank of India

Pratim Sengupta takes charge
as MD, CEO of Bandhan Bank 

INBRIEF
�

India and Saudi Arabia are eyeing collaboration
in emerging �elds such as �ntech, new
technologies, energy e�ciency, clean hydrogen,
textiles and mining to further boost trade and
investment ties, as per an o�cial statement on
Friday. These areas were discussed during the
recent visit of Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal to Riyadh. Bilateral trade between
the two countries stood at $43 billion in 2023-24
against $53 billion in 2022-23. PTI

India, Saudi Arabia eye
�ntech, clean hydrogen

Sundaram Home Finance standalone net pro�t
for the September quarter shrank year-on-year to
₹44 crore from ₹59 crore. Disbursements climbed
27% to ₹1,543 crore. The emerging business
segment, comprising small business loans and
�nancing to the a�ordable-housing market,
registered disbursements of ₹42 crore. “Our
strong disbursement growth was driven by our
continued expansion in tier 2 and 3 towns,” said
MD D. Lakshminarayanan in a statement.

Sundaram Home Finance net
contracts to ₹44 crore in Q2

A country road snakes past
coconut groves, the rare
paddy farm and homes,
both ancient with wooden
rafters and Mangalore tiles,
and modern with embel-
lishments procured
through the money-order
economy bolstered from
West Asia. This is perhaps
a regular vista in any Kera-
la village linked to a nearby
town and Madapeedika is
no exception. But this is no
ordinary road.

Located in Kerala’s
northern parts, popularly
known as Malabar, and
shoe-horned between the
coastal town of Thalassery
and the former French en-
clave of Mahe, now a part
of Puducherry, Madapee-
dika has a bus-stop fringed
by bakeries and provision
shops. It is a junction with
one road heading back to-
wards Thalassery, another
moves to Chokli, the third
to Paral and Mahe and the
fourth, a bit narrow, leads
into the adjoining villages.

This speci�c pathway
not just tapers into a sylvan
landscape but it also
guides us towards the an-
cestral roots of T.P. Gopa-
lan Nambiar, the corporate
patriarch, who passed
away in Bengaluru on
Thursday (October 31). 

Popularly known as
‘BPL’ Nambiar in this part
of Kerala, a nomenclature
linked to the �rm he head-
ed for a large part, he has
always drawn respect and
awe from the people of his
home-village.

Grandmothers with
long memories often recall
his younger days as a lad
clambering up the little hil-
lock, plucking mangoes
and also keeping an eye on
cashew fruit in the ter-
raced plantations. Naughty
and rooted were the terms

they often used to describe
a young Mr. TPG Nambiar.

Years later, as he grew
and evolved and kept Ben-
galuru as his base while
having a BPL factory in Pa-
lakkad, the village still re-
mained close to his heart. 

And it was no surprise
when some residents in
and around Madapeedika
in Kodiyeri Panchayat, got
opportunities to work in
the Palakkad establish-
ment. As BPL diversi�ed,
Mr. TPG Nambiar got busy
but he found time to make
a dash to his village.

He would drive down
from Bengaluru and it was
his benevolence that
helped the village get a
road leading all the way in-
to the hinterland close to
the old home where his re-

latives stayed. 
“The road that Nambiar

built,” is an oft-quoted refe-
rence before Google Maps
stepped in. Those were the
days when the Kannur Air-
port was a distant dream
and connectivity was res-
tricted to overnight buses
or trains towards Thalas-
sery and Mahe or the odd
private vehicle.

However, as age caught
up and BPL went through a
downswing, Mr. TPG Nam-
biar’s visits dwindled even
as villagers remembered
the chau�eur-driven car in
which he used to arrive
and the help he o�ered
without any fuss.

He has departed at 94
but in Northern Kerala, es-
pecially around Madapee-
dika, he would be remem-
bered forever. Like the late
Captain Krishnan Nair,
who hailed from the same
Kannur District, and
helmed the Leela Group of
Hotels, Mr. TPG Nambiar
will remain a corporate he-
ro in Malabar.

An ancestral village and its
bond with a prodigal son 
K.C. Vijaya Kumar
CHENNAI

In awe: T.P. Gopalan Nambiar has always drawn respect and awe

from the people of his home village. @RAJEEVRC_X 

As BPL diversi�ed,
Mr. TPG Nambiar got
busy but he found
time to make a dash
to his village

H
opes of a broad-
based festive re-
bound for the

sluggish automobile sales
so far this year, remained
remiss as India’s top three
passenger car makers, Ma-
ruti Suzuki India, Hyundai
Motor and Tata Motors, ex-
perienced either a tepid
uptick, or a �atline trajec-
tory in October. 

However, automakers
with a strong SUV and UV
line up such as Mahindra &
Mahindra and Toyota Kir-
loskar Motor, reported
substantially higher sales. 

Passenger vehicles (PV)
market leader Maruti Suzu-
ki India Ltd. sold a total of
2,06,434 units in October,
up 3.62% year-on-year. The

higher sales were on ac-
count of a 51% rise in ex-
ports to 33,168 units, and a
90%-plus increase in sales
to Toyota at 10,136 units. 

But the market leader’s
domestic sales contracted
5.12% to 1,63,130 units, eve
as its utility vehicle (UV)
brands such as Brezza, Er-
tiga, Fronx, Grand Vitara,
Invicto, Jimny, XL6 saw a
growth of over 19% to hit
70,644 units, indicating a
persistent preference for
SUVs and UVs over cheap-
er sedans and hatchbacks.

Hyundai Motor India
Ltd. (HMIL) reported dom-
estic sales of 55,568 units
compared with 55,128 un-
its a year ago, up 0.8%. Ov-
erall, SUVs’ contribution to
domestic sales remained at
68.2% in the month. 

Exports rose 6.7% to

14,510 units, while total
sales inched up 2%.

Tarun Garg, whole time
director and COO, HMIL
said they witnessed a
strong demand for SUVs
during festive period, with
the highest-ever monthly
sales of 37,902 units.”

Tata Motors’ sales re-
mained almost unchanged
at 82,682 units. Mahindra
& Mahindra Ltd. sold a to-
tal of 96,648 vehicles, in-
cluding exports, up 20%.

TVS Motor Company re-
corded a monthly sales of
4,89,015 units of two- and
three-wheelers, up 13%
from 4,34,714 units in the
same month of 2023. .

Oct. car sales straddle middle lane

Silver lining: Maruti’s utility vehicle (UV) sales increased by more

than 19% to 70,644 units in Octobr. PTI

Strong sport utility vehicle (SUV) and utility vehicle (UV) sales bolster growth for Mahindra & Mahindra and Toyota

Kirloskar Motor; market leader Maruti Suzuki also sees 19% uptick in UVs amid a 5.1% drop in local sales

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

iPhone maker Apple has
set an all-time revenue re-
cord in India and observed
a double-digit growth in
iPad sales in the country in
the September quarter, the
company’s top o�cial said
on Friday.

Apple reported an over
6% growth in total net sales
to $94.93 billion during the
reported period from
$89.49 billion a year ago.

“We also set September
quarter segment revenue
records in the Americas,
Europe, and the rest of
Asia Paci�c, as well as in a
large number of countries,
including the United
States, Brazil, Mexico,
France, the U.K., Korea,
Malaysia, Thailand, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, and
we continue to be excited
by the enthusiasm we’re
seeing in India, where we
set an all-time revenue re-
cord,” Apple CEO Tim
Cook said during the com-
pany’s earnings call.

Mr. Cook said Apple also
opened two new stores —
one in Mumbai and the
other in Delhi — in India
during the quarter.

“We can’t wait to bring
four new stores to custom-
ers in India,” he said.

In early October, Apple
announced plans to open
four more stores in India,
in Pune, Bengaluru, Delhi-
NCR and Mumbai.

As per Counterpoint Re-
search, Apple iPhone sales
accounted for 21.6% mar-
ket share in value terms in
the September quarter in
India. It trailed Samsung
by a small margin.

Tim Cook says
Apple’s India
revenue at
all-time high

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Gold demand in India
jumped this week amid fes-
tival purchases, although
volumes were lower than
usual due to the metal’s re-
cord-high prices.

“Retail buying jumped
as consumers want to
make purchases during the
auspicious period. But ma-
ny were making token-
buys because of higher
prices,” said a Hyderabad-
based jeweller.

In India, prices jumped
to a record high of ₹79,775
per 10 grams earlier this
week, marking a nearly
33% increase since last
year’s Dipawali.

The share of coins and
bars in total sales in-
creased this year than
usual as buyers were un-
willing to pay increased
making charges for jewel-
lery, said a New Delhi-
based jeweller.

Indian dealers earlier

this week charged a premi-
um of up to $1 an ounce ov-
er o�cial domestic prices
on Dhanteras, inclusive of
6% import and 3% sales le-
vies, but o�ered a discount
later in the week of up to
$5, compared with last
week’s $4 discount.

“In volumes, sales were
lower this year than last
year. However, considering
the price rally, even sales
with modest volume drops
look promising since, in va-
lue terms, they are much
higher,” said a Mumbai-
based bullion dealer with a
private bank. Dipawali and
Dhanteras are festivals
when buying gold is consi-
dered auspicious.

Festivities trigger buying spree
in India, but volumes lag
Reuters

The benchmark Sensex
climbed 335.06 points, or
0.42%, to settle at 79,724.12
in a special Muhurat trad-
ing session on Friday, start-
ing the new Samvat 2081
on a high note.

Stock exchanges BSE
and NSE conducted a spe-
cial Muhurat trading ses-
sion from 6 pm to 7 pm on
Friday to mark the begin-
ning of the new Samvat
Year 2081.

In the last Samvat 2080,
which ended on Thursday,
the BSE Sensex jumped
14,484.38 points, or 22.31%
while the Nifty climbed

4,780 points, or 24.60%.
Investors' wealth rose

₹124.42 lakh crore during
this period to
₹4,44,71,429.92 crore,
equivalent to $5.29 trillion. 

On Friday, Sensex
opened on a high note and
stayed in positive territory
throughout the special ses-
sion on buying in banking,
auto, and oil & gas shares.

Among major Sensex
gainers, the Mahindra &
Mahindra stock saw the
highest growth of 3.29%.

Adani Ports gained
1.26%, Tata Motors by
1.14% and Axis Bank by
0.92%. HCL Tech, Tech Ma-
hindra, and ICICI Bank
were the losers.

Sensex rises 0.42% 
in Muhurat trading

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Striking Boeing workers on
the U.S. West Coast will
vote on an improved con-
tract o�er on Monday,
which includes a 38% pay
rise over four years and a
bigger signing bonus, their
union said on Thursday.

More than 30,000 facto-
ry workers who produce
Boeing’s strongest-selling
737 MAX commercial jet
and other planes have
been on strike since Sep-
tember 13 and rejected two
earlier o�ers from Boeing.

Boeing’s latest o�er in-
cludes a $12,000 rati�ca-
tion bonus and the rein-
statement of an annual
bonus scheme that was not
included in a previous o�-
er, The International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers said.
IAM said it was endorsing
the o�er ahead of the vote.

Workers have been
pushing for a 40% wage in-
crease and the return of a
de�ned-bene�t pension
that they lost a decade ago.

Last week, some 64% of
the planemaker’s U.S. West
Coast factory workers re-
jected an o�er of a 35%
general wage increase over
four years that was not en-
dorsed by the union.

Boeing shares rose 2.5%
in after-hours trading after
the o�er was announced
following an exclusive re-
port by Reuters. 

Striking
Boeing sta� 
to vote on 38%
pay-rise deal

Reuters
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A bombing near a girls’ school in western Pakistan killed seven

persons, including five children, in an attack targeting police

guarding polio vaccinators on Friday. “The police van that came

under attack was taking personnel for the protection of polio sta�,”

a senior police o�icer said. AFP

Five children among 7 killed in
Pak. polio vaccine drive bombing

MASTUNG

REUTERS
X

Botswana’s President Mokgweetsi Masisi (in picture) conceded

defeat in polls after his Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) lost by a

landslide after 58 years in power. The president-elect is Duma Boko,

leader of the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) coalition which

passed the 31-seat threshold in parliament. REUTERS

Botswana votes out ruling BDP
party after 58 years in power

GABORONE

AP
X

Japan and the EU announced new security and defence ties in

Tokyo. EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell and his Japanese

counterpart Takeshi Iwaya unveiled the pact to develop

cooperation on joint military drills, the exchange of information

related to the defence industry, and space security. AFP

Japan and EU announce new
security and defence deals

TOKYO

REUTERS
X

Rescuers raised the toll in Spain's worst floods for a generation to

205 as o�icials deployed more troops to search for survivors. The

hardest-hit region is Valencia which recorded 491 mm of rain in just

eight hours on Tuesday.The government is deploying an extra 500

troops to the stricken areas to bolster the 1,200 already on site. AFP

Death toll in Spain �oods surpass
200 as more troops join rescue

PAIPORTA

REUTERS

With the result all set to go
down to the wire, the focus
of Democrat Kamala Harris
in the last week of the pre-
sidential poll campaign is
on getting sceptics within
the camp to get out and
vote. Her key allies in this
pursuit are former Presi-
dent Barack Obama and in-
dependent Senator Bernie
Sanders who have made
repeated pleas to social
groups that traditionally
supported the Democrats
but are unenthused about
voting for Ms. Harris. 

More than 60 million
votes have already been
cast as of Thursday. Voting
concludes on November 5.
Ms. Harris and her Repu-
blican opponent Donald J.
Trump are urging the rest
not to miss voting, but hes-
itant supporters may be
more a concern for the
former than the latter.

Ms. Harris has attempt-
ed to stitch together a coa-
lition of extremes — from
socialists to neocons and
sections of everyone in
between. Proponents of
many contradictory
strands agree that a second
presidency of Republican
Donald Trump would be
far worse for all of them

than having Ms. Harris at
the top. Key issues that
confuse the Democratic
base are the party’s, and
speci�cally the candi-
date’s, approach towards
Israel, the working class
and corporate interests.
Opinion polls suggested
discontent among African
Americans and Latinos too
— communities that Demo-
cratic strategists have tradi-
tionally taken for granted.

Independent Senator
Bernie Sanders addressed
young voters, the working
class, Israel critics and Pal-
estinian supporters who
are sceptical about Ms.
Harris in recent days with
the speci�c warning —“Do-
nald Trump and his right-
wing friends are worse.” 

Mr. Sanders had one
message to his supporters
— Ms. Harris may not be
the best on the question of
unrestrained support for
Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s expand-

ing war in West Asia and on
working-class rights vis a
vis corporation, but she is
better than Mr. Trump. 

By acknowledging the
grievance of the party’s
own base, Mr. Sanders is
deviating from the o�cial
campaign tone of eupho-
ria, to win over the the dis-
gruntled sections back. 

In his latest message,
Mr. Obama addressed
Black men yet again. “As
we enter the �nal mo-
ments of the campaign,
President Obama reminds
us that you are the most
credible messengers,”
campaign group Win With
Black Men posted along
with a video message from
the former President. Mr.
Obama had publicly noted
a lack of enthusiasm
among African American
men and linked that to Ms.
Harris being a woman.

Neither Mr. Trump nor
Ms. Harris has been able to
frame the contest around
their most favourable
question, immigration and
abortion, respectively. Ms.
Harris has a bevy of Repu-
blicans, particularly neo-
cons, rooting for her, but
their impact on the electo-
rate is unlikely to be signif-
icant. What could be con-
sequential will be her
ability to hold the Demo-
cratic camp together and
active in the last lap, in
swing States.

Harris’s challenge in the last
lap will be to balance the
posture and enthuse the base

Varghese K. George
WASHINGTON DC

Kamala Harris

NEWS ANALYSIS

The U.S. presidential can-
didates, Republican Do-
nald Trump and Democrat
Kamala Harris, extended
Deepavali wishes to all,
with the former also pro-
mising to “protect Hindu
Americans against the anti-
religion agenda of the radi-
cal left”.

Mr. Trump termed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi a “good friend,” ac-
cused Ms. Harris and Presi-
dent Joe Biden of ignoring
the Hindus and con-
demned the violence in
Bangladesh. “…strongly
condemn the barbaric vio-
lence against Hindus,
Christians, and other mi-
norities who are getting at-
tacked and looted by mobs
in Bangladesh, which re-
mains in a total state of
chaos,” Mr. Trump said in a
post on social media. 

A shorter message from
Ms. Harris said: “Tonight,
we join more than 1 billion
people across America and
around the world lighting
diyas and celebrating the
�ght for good over evil,
knowledge over ignorance,
and light over darkness-
…Happy Diwali to eve-
ryone celebrating the Fes-
tival of Lights.” In the
evening the Vice President
also posted a photo of her
residence lit for the occa-
sion.

Trump and
Harris extend
Deepavali
greetings

Varghese K. George
WASHINGTON DC

I
sraeli air strikes on the
Gaza Strip killed more
than 60 Palestinians

in the past 24 hours, med-
ics said, and Israel also
bombarded Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs on Friday as a
U.S.-led diplomatic push to
end the �ghting struggled
to move forward.

Lebanon’s caretaker
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
accused Israel of “stub-
bornness” in negotiations,
while Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
said his priority was to en-
force security “despite any
pressure or constraints”.

Israel has pressed on
with its military o�ensives
against Hamas in the Gaza
Strip and Hezbollah in Le-
banon despite e�orts by

Washington to secure cea-
se�res on both fronts
ahead of the U.S. presiden-
tial election next Tuesday.

Medics in Gaza said

about 60 people were
killed and dozens more in-
jured overnight and into
Friday morning in Israeli
strikes on the city of Deir
Al-Balah, the Nuseirat
camp and the town of Al-
Zawayda all in the central
area of the Palestinian
coastal enclave, as well as
in the south.

Israel also pummelled
Beirut’s southern suburbs
on Friday morning with at
least 10 strikes. 

The strikes came after
Israel issued evacuation or-
ders for 10 separate neigh-
bourhoods. 

The attacks began be-
fore the �nal series of or-
ders were published.

Israeli strikes on Gaza kill 60,
U.S.-led truce talks hobble

Dystopian city: Smoke rising in the adjacent areas of Jabalia in the

northern Gaza Strip following an Israeli strike on Friday. AFP

Dozens more injured in attacks on regions in the central part of coastal enclave; Lebanon PM

accuses Israel of ‘stubbornness’ in negotiations; Netanyahu says his priority is to enforce security

Reuters
CAIRO/BEIRUT

North Korea will stand by
Russia until its victory in
Ukraine, Pyongyang’s Fo-
reign Minister said in Mos-
cow on Friday, as the U.S.
has warned thousands of
North Korean troops could
be sent to combat in the
Ukraine con�ict in the

coming days.
North Korea’s Choe Son

Hui was in Moscow as the
West believes up to 10,000
North Korean troops are
training in Russia and are
on the brink of entering
the more than two-year
con�ict on Russian troops’
side. 

She also vowed that
North Korea will continue

to develop its nuclear arse-
nal, with Pyongyang wide-
ly suspected of wanting nu-
clear technology from
Russia in exchange for mil-
itary support. 

Neither country has de-
nied the troop deployment
reports, with Ms. Son Hui
and Mr. Lavrov also not
mentioning them in their
statements after their talks.

North Korea vows to stand by
Russia until ‘victory’ in Ukraine 
Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

The United States and Rus-
sia are very close to engag-
ing in “direct military con-
�ict,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
warned in an interview pu-
blished on Friday in a Tur-
kiye daily, just days ahead
of a U.S. presidential
election.

“Under the current pre-
sident ( Joe Biden), who
has taken the downward
spiral of Russophobia in
the U.S. to its logical con-
clusion, our countries are
on the brink of direct mili-
tary con�ict,” he told the
Hurriyet daily, without
elaborating.

Asked about next week’s
U.S. election pitting former
Republican President Do-
nald Trump against Demo-
cratic nominee and Vice-
President Kamala Harris,
Mr. Lavrov said the out-
come would make little dif-
ference to Russia. 

No preference
“We have no preference.
When the Trump adminis-
tration was in power, it
adopted the highest num-
ber of anti-Russian sanc-
tions compared to its pre-
decessors,” he said. 

“No matter who wins
the elections, we don’t
think the United States’ an-
ti-Russian bent can
change.”

U.S., Moscow
on ‘brink’ of
direct con�ict,
Lavrov warns 

Agence France-Presse
ANKARA

Tens of thousands of mi-
nority Hindus rallied on
Friday to demand that the
interim government in
Muslim-majority Bangla-
desh protect them from a
wave of attacks and harass-
ment and drop sedition
cases against Hindu com-
munity leaders.

About 30,000 Hindus
demonstrated at a major
intersection in Chattogram
chanting slogans demand-
ing their rights while police
and soldiers guarded the
area. Other protests were
reported elsewhere in the
country. 

Hindu groups say thou-
sands of attacks against
Hindus have happened
since early August when
the government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
was overthrown and Ms.
Hasina �ed the country fol-
lowing a student-led upris-
ing. 

The Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity
Council has said that there
have been more than
2,000 attacks on Hindus
since August 4, as the inte-
rim government has strug-
gled to restore order. 

Hindus in
Bangladesh
rally seeking
protection

Associated Press
DHAKA
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When Rohit Sharma and Yashasvi Jaiswal walked out in the last

session, an all-Mumbai opening pair opened India's innings in a Test

match at Wankhede after 49 years. Sunil Gavaskar and Farokh

Engineer had done so in the first Test against the West Indies at the

Big W in 1975. 

Long after Gavaskar-Engineer,
it is the turn of Rohit-Yashasvi 

MUMBAI MERI JAAN

AFP
X

When it comes to floodlit cricket, bowlers often find it di�icult to grip

a wet ball. On Friday, it was so humid that the spinners found it

challenging to grip the ball because of wet hands. So sweaty were

Ravindra Jadeja’s palms that at times Virat Kohli was wiping his arms

during the veteran's marathon spell on day 1 of the Mumbai Test. 

Humidity makes it tough for
spinners in Mumbai Test

OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

India has decided to cancel the three-day intra-squad match with

its A-side, in pic, during the upcoming Test tour of Australia as the

team management wants to focus on additional net practice. The

Indians were scheduled to play a closed-door warm-up match

against the Ruturaj Gaikwad-led India-A in Perth from Nov. 15 to 17. 

India cancels intra-squad match
against India-A ahead of BGT

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

GETTY IMAGES
X

Ravindra Jadeja moved to fifth in the wicket-takers’ list for India in

Tests, going past Zaheer Khan and Ishant Sharma (both 311). The

left-arm spinner, after his five-for against New Zealand at Wankhede

on Friday, now has 314. Anil Kumble (619), R. Ashwin (533), Kapil

Dev (434) and Harbhajan Singh (417) are ahead of Jadeja. 

Jadeja leaves Zaheer and Ishant 
behind in India’s wicket-takers’ list

BIG LEAP 

EMMANUAL YOGINI

M
ore than 20,000
spectators
thronged the

Wankhede Stadium, to ce-
lebrate the festive week by
supporting the Indian Test
team when it needed it the
most. But as the �oodlights
were switched on in the
dying moments, 13 mi-
nutes of mayhem dam-
pened the celebratory
mood that had prevailed
for the home fans for most
of the day.

Despite Ravindra Jadeja
and Washington Sundar
wreaking havoc and res-
tricting New Zealand to a
moderate 235, reckless bat-
ting and decision-making
at the fag end meant India
found itself in a spot of
bother on day one of the
third and �nal Test.

It all started with Yash-
asvi Jaiswal — looking as so-
lid as he has ever been
throughout the year des-
pite taking 16 balls to open
his account — attempting a
reverse-sweep o� Ajaz Pa-
tel, missing it and the ball
crashing on to his stumps. 

No doubt the sweep and
reverse-sweep have been
key shots on turning pitch-
es this series. However,
with the clock ticking and
Jaiswal and Shubman Gill
having settled into a nice
rhythm after captain Rohit
Sharma fell early, the form-
er’s shot-selection was
questionable.

It was then surprising to

see Mohammed Siraj walk
out as a nightwatcher. He
lasted just one ball, caught
plumb in front by one from
Ajaz — who by then had
settled into a rhythm — that
was slower and turned
slightly. To add to the de-
batable decision to deploy
him as a nightwatcher, Si-
raj wasted a DRS review as
well.

As if that was not
enough, with �ve minutes
remaining for the extend-
ed close, Virat Kohli at-
tempted an ambitious sin-
gle after pushing Rachin
Ravindra to mid-on. Matt
Henry had a direct hit and
Kohli was found short of
his crease. In no time was
India reduced from a com-
fortable 78 for one to 86 for
four, with a lot hinging on

the remaining batters to
keep the weekend and fes-
tive mood alive on
Saturday.

Until then, however, the
fans had a lot to rejoice.
Despite Will Young coming
good and Daryl Mitchell
continuing his love-a�air
with the Wankhede Stadi-
um, Jadeja came into his
element on a turning track.
Bowling unchanged from
the north end, Jadeja
turned his lacklustre form
in the series around.

Even though Akash
Deep — in place of Jasprit
Bumrah — broke the all-lef-
tie opening combination,
Rohit stuck with both his
o�-spinners for most of the
opening period. While
Washington breached
through Latham’s and Ra-

chin’s defence, R. Ashwin
went wicketless for seven
overs.

Once Ashwin was re-
placed by Jadeja, the left-
arm spinner ensured he
had to be persisted with
until the innings got over,
with the o�es alternating
from the other end. 

He broke the partner-
ship between Mitchell and
Young — that was threaten-
ing to take the game away
— with one that spun and
took the latter’s edge to Ro-
hit in the slips. He then fol-
lowed it up with a quicker
one that sneaked through
Tom Blundell’s gate.

The double strike en-
sured India had New Zea-
land in check, despite
Mitchell growing in con�-
dence. With Mitchell

Santner being replaced by
Ish Sodhi, Mitchell had to
bat with a long tail that
couldn’t negotiate the chal-
lenging conditions.

Timber! Rachin is bowled by a beauty from Washington. EMMANUAL YOGINI 

A combination of reckless batting and decision-making undoes all the good work done by Jadeja and Washington

in restricting NZ to a modest 235; Jaiswal, Siraj and Kohli’s dismissals see the host slip from 78 for one to 86 for four 

NZ IN INDIA

India shoots itself in the foot
after dominating most of the day

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

NEW ZEALAND — 1ST INNINGS

Tom Latham b Washington 28
(44b, 3x4), Devon Conway lbw b
Akash 4 (11b, 1x4), Will Young c
Rohit b Jadeja 71 (138b, 4x4,

2x6), Rachin Ravindra b
Washington 5 (12b), Daryl
Mitchell c Rohit b Washington 82
(129b, 3x4, 3x6), Tom Blundell b
Jadeja 0 (3b), Glenn Phillips b
Jadeja 17 (28b, 1x4), Ish Sodhi
lbw b Jadeja 7 (19b, 1x4), Matt
Henry b Jadeja 0 (2b), Ajaz Patel
lbw b Washington 7 (16b, 1x6),
William O’Rourke (not out) 1 (1b);
Extras (b-1, lb-3, nb-9): 13; Total
(in 65.4 overs): 235.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-15 (Conway, 3.2 overs), 2-59
(Latham, 15.6), 3-72 (Rachin,
19.6), 4-159 (Young, 44.2), 5-159
(Blundell, 44.5), 6-187 (Phillips,
52.6), 7-210 (Sodhi, 60.4), 8-210
(Henry, 60.6), 9-228 (Mitchell,
65.1).

INDIA BOWLING

Siraj 6-0-16-0, Akash 5-0-22-1,
Ashwin 14-0-47-0, Washington
18.4-2-81-4, Jadeja 22-1-65-5.

INDIA – 1ST INNINGS

Yashasvi Jaiswal b Ajaz 30 (52b,

4x4), Rohit Sharma c Latham b
Henry 18 (18b, 3x4), Shubman Gill
(batting) 31 (38b, 2x4, 1x6),
Mohammed Siraj lbw b Ajaz 0
(1b), Virat Kohli run out 4 (6b,

1x4), Rishabh Pant (batting) 1
(1b); Extras (nb-2): 2; Total (for
four wkts. in 19 overs): 86.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-25 (Rohit, 6.5), 2-78 (Jaiswal,
17.2), 3-78 (Siraj, 17.3), 4-84
(Kohli, 18.3).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING

Henry 5-1-15-1, O’Rourke 2-1-5-0,
Ajaz 7-1-33-2, Phillips 4-0-25-0,
Rachin 1-0-8-0.
Toss: New Zealand.

SCOREBOARD

�

Germany’s Alexander Zve-
rev beat �erce rival Stefa-
nos Tsitsipas 7-5, 6-4 in the
quarter�nals of the Paris
Masters on Friday.

The World No. 3 — the
highest-ranked player left
in the draw — will face the
2022 champion Holger
Rune in Saturday’s semi�-
nal after the Dane edged
Alex de Minaur 6-4, 4-6,
7-5.

On Thursday, World No.
2 Carlos Alcaraz admitted
he “was not up to the le-
vel” of 18th-ranked Ugo
Humbert of France, who
swept to a shock third
round victory over the
Spanish superstar.

Left-handed Humbert
came through 6-1, 3-6, 7-5
to register his �rst win over
the French Open and Wim-
bledon champion, having
lost twice to Alcaraz earlier

in 2024.

The results: 

Quarterfinals: Zverev bt
Tsitsipas 7-5, 6-4; Rune bt de
Minaur 6-4, 4-6, 7-5.
Third round: Rune bt Cazaux
3-6, 6-3, 6-4; de Minaur bt Draper
5-7, 6-2, 6-3; Zverev bt Fils 6-4,
3-6, 6-3; Tsitsipas bt Cerundolo
6-7(1), 6-4, 6-2; Dimitrov bt
Rinderknech 6-2, 4-6, 7-6(5);
Khachanov bt Popyrin 7-6(5), 6-4;
Thompson bt Mannarino 7-5,
7-6(5); Humbert bt Alcaraz 6-1,
3-6, 7-5.

Zverev beats Tsitsipas,
runs into Rune next

Zverev. AFP

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

PARIS MASTERS

Ravindra Jadeja �nds him-
self in an unchartered ter-
ritory. Not when it comes
to �ummoxing the opposi-
tion batters with his accu-
rate spin bowling but be-
cause of a series lost at
home. 

In India’s last series loss
at home prior to this, Jade-
ja — a rookie — had fea-
tured in a solitary Test. No
wonder then that despite
picking his 14th �ve-wicket
haul — 12th at home — Jade-
ja had something to rue.

“I was scared of this. I
didn’t want to lose a single
series in India until I
played, but it has hap-
pened. Whatever I think
about, it happens sudden-
ly,” Jadeja said after the
opening day’s play of the
third Test against New Zea-
land here on Friday.

“We have raised our ex-
pectations so high that we

have not lost a single series
for 12 years. In that time, I
have been involved in only
�ve losses at home. As a
team, it is a lesson. We
need to pick up positives
from this.”

While Jadeja admitted
that there was little time to
process the batting melt-
down towards the end of
the day, stating “it all hap-
pened too quickly” he
agreed that the state of

mind of the players per-
haps re�ected in their deci-
sion-making. 

“When you are down in
the series and such a situa-
tion comes up, you panic
and make a mistake,” Jade-
ja said. “But when you
keep winning and are
ahead 2-0, everyone says,
‘it’s okay, it happens’.
When you are down in the
series, even a small thing
seems big.”

‘I did not want to lose a
single Test series at home’
Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Learning curve: Jadeja feels the team has to take the positives

from the series loss against New Zealand. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Evin Lewis hit four times as many sixes as the
entire England team in a commanding innings of
94 which led the West Indies to an eight-wicket
win in the rain-a�ected �rst ODI in North Sound.

The scores: England 209 in 45.1 overs (Livingstone 48, Curran
37, Motie 4/41) lost to West Indies 157/2 in 25.5 overs (Lewis
94). West Indies won in DLS method.

Lewis cuts loose as WI downs
England in �rst ODI

INBRIEF
�

India vs New Zealand: 3rd Test, day 2, Sports 18-1 (SD & HD)
& JioCinema, 9.30 a.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1 & Hotstar, 6, 8.30 & 11 p.m.

LaLiga: gxr.world, 6.30, 8.45, 11 p.m. & 1.30 a.m. (Sunday).

West Indies vs England: 2nd ODI, FanCode, 7 p.m. 

Serie A: gxr.world, 7.30, 10.30 p.m. & 1.15 a.m. (Sunday).

ISL: Sports 18-3 & JioCinema, 7.30 p.m.

Formula One: Sao Paulo GP (Sprint Race), F1 TV, F1 TV Pro
App & FanCode, 7.30 p.m.; Qualifying, 11.30 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 2 & Hotstar, 8 p.m. onwards.

LIVE TELECAST 

�

R
ising youngsters B.
Sai Sudharsan and
Devdutt Padikkal

struck �ghting �fties after
Mukesh Kumar’s searing
six-wicket haul to put In-
dia-A in command with a
120-run lead against Aus-
tralia-A on day two of their
�rst ‘Uno�cial Test’ here
on Friday.

Mukesh stole the show,
claiming 6 for 46 to help
India-A restrict Australia-A
to 195 in their �rst innings
but despite the Bengal
seamer’s heroic e�orts, the
hosts secured a crucial 88-
run lead. The visitors had
scored 107 in their �rst
essay.

India-A once again suf-
fered a jittery start in their
second innings with skip-
per Ruturaj Gaikwad (5)
and fellow opener Abhima-
nyu Easwaran (12) getting
out cheaply to leave the
team at 30 for 2 in 8.5
overs.

Gaikwad, who fell for a
golden duck in the �rst in-
nings, this time nicked Fer-
gus O’Neill to second slip
where Cameron Bancroft
took a low catch.

While Easwaran, who
had notched up four con-
secutive �rst-class centu-
ries to earn a spot in the se-

nior team as cover for
skipper Rohit Sharma for
the upcoming Test series
against Australia, once
again recorded a single-di-
git score, this time getting
run out while backing up
for Sai Sudharsan.

But thereafter Sudhar-
san and Padikkal showed
�ne temperament and
soaked in the pressure on
the bouncy pitch to pro-
duce an unbroken 178-run
stand for the third wicket
to help India seize control.

Sudharsan hit nine

boundaries in his 185-ball
96, while Padikkal was un-
beaten on 80 from 167
balls, scoring �ve fours.

Padikkal played a pa-
tient yet composed knock,
working the ball around
for quick singles and capi-
talising on loose deliveries
to reach his �fty.

At the other end, Sud-
harsan exhibited his range
of shots, particularly adept
at dispatching anything
short, cutting and pulling
with precision.

His well-timed boundar-

ies, including a powerful
pull past square leg and a
�uent cover drive, allowed
him to reach his own half-
century as they took the
team past 200.

India-A now have an ov-
erall lead of 120 runs with
two more days left in the
four-day �xture.

The scores: India-A 107 and
208/2 in 64 overs (Sai Sudharsan
96 batting, Devdutt Padikkal 80
batting) vs Australia-A 195 in 62.4
overs (Nathan McSweeney 39;
Mukesh Kumar 6/46, Prasidh
Krishna 3/59).

Lead �ghtback for India-A with half-centuries after Mukesh restricts Australia-A 

with incisive spell; visiting team secures 120-run lead at end of day two 

CRICKET

Sai Sudharsan, Padikkal
do the rescue job

Press Trust of India
MACKAY (AUSTRALIA)

Hitting form: Sai Sudharsan’s partnership with Padikkal sparked the India-A revival. GETTY IMAGES

Patna Pirates eased past Dabang Delhi 44-30 in a
PKL match in Hyderabad on Thursday. For
Pirates, Devank and Ayan scored a dozen points
each while Ashu Malik and Vinay Virender (10
points each) performed well for Dabang. Ajit
Chavan (14 points) was the star as U Mumba
pipped Jaipur Pink Panthers 37-39 in a thrilling
encounter. For Pink Panthers, Neeraj Narwal (12)
was in good form. 

Pirates too good for Dabang;
Ajit delivers for U Mumba

From staring at an uncer-
tain future in a refugee
camp following riots in Ma-
nipur, young badminton
talent Kim Kim is looking
far beyond and is dream-
ing big. This is a terri�c sto-
ry of a young shuttler from
North-East keen to make
her mark in the world of
badminton.

The 11-year-old lost her
home in riots. She was not-
iced by Suchitra Badmin-
ton Academy head coach
Pradeep Raju, who then
reached out to the Mani-
pur state association to
trace her and her family.
And, he o�erd her 100%
scholarship at his acade-
my. 

It was the turning point
of the young shuttler’s ca-

reer and she �nished the
under-13 runner-up with
academy-mate Anya in the
recent all-India sub-junior
ranking tournament in Di-
brugarh. She also won
bronze in singles.

“Kim arrived at the aca-

demy in June last year with
her mother. When I had
asked her why she wanted
to take up badminton, she
replied that she dreamt of
becoming the World No. 1
and nothing else mat-
tered,” Pradeep recalled.

“It was amazing that at
that age she was willing to
be away from her parents
and focus on badminton.
She was willing to sacri�ce
anything to become a big
name in badminton,” the
head coach said.

“Then our �tness train-
er Srikanth Verma started
working closely with her
and the progress is really
satisfying. “The focus on
young talents like Kim and
Anya is part of our endea-
vour to identify and invest
in promising young ath-
letes through the Long-
term Development Pro-
gramme at Suchitra Acade-
my, “ he said.

“The emergence of
players like Kim talks a lot
about our commitment
and passion to show the
young talent the way for-
ward. Our academy is com-
mitted to providing a
strong foundation for
youngsters.”

Promising Kim keen to make
a mark on the big stage

Way to go: Anya and Kim with the doubles silver at the All-India

sub-junior ranking tournament in Dibrugarh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

BADMINTON

V.V. Subrahmanyam
HYDERABAD

Sanjana wins title
Sanjana Sirimalla of
Telangana won the singles
title, defeating Vidula
Amar of Karnataka 6-4, 6-4
in the �nal of the
AITA-ANT International
women’s tennis
tournament in Bengaluru.
The City-based Sanjana
defeated top seed Amodini
Naik of Karnataka 6-4, 2-6,
7-5 in the last-four stage
and scored a hard-fought
7-6(4), 6-3 win over
Hidaveshi B. Pai of
Karnataka in the
quarter�nal.

Jeniksha to lead
Jeniksha Ramesh will lead
Hyderabad in the BCCI
women’s (under-15) cricket
championship to be held
in Shimoga from
November
21.

The team: Jeniksha Ramesh
(capt.), Ananya Sai (vice-capt.),
Bhavisha Reddy, Ashritha Eshwar
Goud, Keertana Pappu, Sai
Druvigna, Geethika Priyadarshini,
Tanisha Dinesh Piwal, Tingle
Jhanavi, Akshara Sivakiran
Gundu, Swagatika Ramakanth,
Sanjana Satyan Narayana, Aisha
Shaik, Inayath Fathima, Simran
Yadav. 

Stand-byes: Greeshma, Gagana
Priya, V.R. Deepshika, Yamuna

Hyderabad in the �rst two
matches of the Cooch
Behar Trophy (under-19)
cricket championship.
Hyderabad will take on
Goa here from November
6 and then Haryana at
Jhajjar (Haryana) from
November 13.

The team: Sachiet Binjrajka
(capt..), Aaron George
(vice-capt.), Wafi Kachchhi, C.
Siddhart Rao, R. Alankrith (wk), C.
Pradhiumna, Aarhan Satwalekar,
Anudeep Javaji (wk), Satya Sai
Yesheshwi, Yashveer Goud,
ManishDongri, M.A. Malik, N.
Sudheev, K. Sriniketh and C.H.
Nishanth Reddy. 

Standbyes: Ahwinan Ram, Shaik
Rehan Roshan, D. Abhiram, K.
Srikher, M. Jashwanth. 

Heach coach: Rajashekar
Shanbal; Assistant coach: Ben
Johnson; Fielding coach:
Ronald Rodrigues; Strength &
conditioning coach: Subhas
Patro; Physio: Santosh.

He shared his love for the
sport, reminiscing about
his own gol�ng
experiences.

League Commissioner C.V.
Ramana Reddy explained
the details of the league
format.

Prithvi scalps five
Prithvi Reddy (�ve for 32)
helped Zinda Tilismath
score an eight-run win
over Team Speed in the
HCA B-Division league
(knock-out) championship.
The scores:

Zinda Tilismath 221 in 43.3 overs
(Keshav Upadhyay 70, Mohd.
Azheruddin 57, Ruthwik Rao 3/21,
M.A. Shanmukha 3/28, Lokesh
Reddy 3/42) bt Team Speed 213
in 47.4 overs (Sathvik 88, Prithvi
Reddy 5/32).

Sachiet named captain
Sachiet Binjrajka will lead

University Telangana
Premier Golf League
(TPGL).

The Governor said he was
impressed by the course’s
eco-friendly initiatives,
including the conversion
of sewage water into fresh
water for irrigation and
the transformation of a
former garbage dump into
a lush green golf course. 

Banoth Pradeep, M.R. Nishta
Reddy. 

Head coach: Mamatha Kanojia;
Assistant coach: Nishad
Fathima; Physio: Jenny Chawda;
Trainer: Himani Yadav;
Manager: B. Bhavana Reddy.

TGPL inaugurated
Jishnu Dev Varma,
Governor of Telangana,
inaugurated the fourth
season of Sreenidhi

HYDERABAD ROUND-UP
�

Sanjana.

Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev Varma with o�icials at the

inauguration of Telangana Premier Golf League. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

BENGALURU: S. Attaollahi
trained Yukan (Akshay Kumar up)
won the Rajyotsava Trophy, the
feature event of the races held
here on Friday (Nov 1). The win-
ner is owned by Mr. Marthand
Singh Mahindra, Mrs. Rina
Mahindra, Mr. P. Prabhakar
Reddy & Mr. Rama Seshu Eyunni.
Jockey Akshay Kumar won five
races and trainer S. Attaollahi
won four races on the day.
THE RESULTS
1. KENTUCKY PLATE (1,200M):
REGAL REALITY (Akshay K) 1,
Power Of Beauty (Arvind K) 2,
Days Date (L.A. Rozario) 3 and
Martha (S. Shareef ) 4. Not run:
Desert Goddess. 5-3/4, 7-1/4 and 2-
3/4. 1m 11.99s. Rs. 19 (w), 12, 15
and 32 (p), SHP: 33, THP: 73, FP:
65, Q: 50, Trinella: 613, Exacta:
1,581. Favourite: Regal Reality. 
Owners: M/s. DT Racing & Breed-
ing LLP, Mr. Mukul A. Sonawala &
Mr. Chaduranga Kanthraj Urs’.
Trainer: S. Attaollahi.
2. KUDREMUKH PLATE (DIV. II),
(1,400M): NYX (Trevor) 1, Final
Call (Sandesh) 2, Inspire (Antony)
3 and Cat Whiskers (Rayan) 4. 4-
1/4, Nk and 8-1/2. 1m 25.36s. Rs. 23
(w), 12, 14 and 12 (p), SHP: 37,
THP: 41, FP: 98, Q: 35, Trinella:
184, Exacta: 773. Favourite: Nyx. 
Owner: Sarainaga Racing Pvt Ltd.
Trainer: S. Attaollahi.
3. DUDHSAGAR FALLS PLATE (DIV.
II), (1,200M): SCARLETTE LADY
(Akshay K) 1, Sling Shot (Shreyas
S) 2, Ladylion (R. Girish) 3 and
Bourbon Bay (Vinod Shinde) 4. 2-
3/4, Shd and 1-1/2. 1m 14.25s. Rs.
12 (w), 11, 23 and 16 (p), SHP: 60,
THP: 34, FP: 78, Q: 57, Trinella:
357, Exacta: 2,143. Favourite: Scar-
lette Lady. 
Owners: Mr. K. Kaliyaperumal,
Mr. Meka Yugandhar & Mr. Ashok
Ranpise. Trainer: Prasanna
Kumar.
4. BELGAUM PLATE (1,200M): JER-
SEY KING (Suraj) 1, Vivaldo (Tre-
vor) 2, Never Give In (Antony) 3
and Prime Abbess (Sandesh) 4.
3/4, 1/2 and Lnk. 1m 13.31s. Rs. 35
(w), 14 and 16 (p), SHP: 32, THP:
36, FP: 92, Q: 37, Trinella: 173, Ex-
acta: 242. Favourite: Vivaldo. 

Owners: Mr. Vikram Sreeram, Mr.
Ananth Iyengar, Mr. Shankar
Srinivas & Mr. Ashok Ranpise.
Trainer: S. Dominic.
5. JAYANT SHAH MEMORIAL
TROPHY (1,400M): DIVINE ART
(Suraj) 1, Disciple (Antony) 2, Del
Aviz (Akshay K) 3 and Regal Aris-
tocracy (Sandesh) 4. 7-1/4, 3/4 and
1. 1m 24.68s. Rs. 69 (w), 17, 12 and
13 (p), SHP: 29, THP: 48, FP: 229,
Q: 81, Trinella: 310, Exacta: 838.
Favourite: Disciple. 
Owners: Mr. Ashok Ranpise, Mr.
Daulat Chhabria, Mr. Teja Gol-
lapudi & Mr. Raghu S. Trainer: S.
Narredu.
6. RAJYOTSAVA TROPHY (1,400M):
YUKAN (Akshay K) 1, Iron Clad (I.
Chisty) 2, Imperial Blue (Antony)
3 and Knotty Charmer (Trevor) 4.
1, 1-1/4 and 3-1/4. 1m 23.78s. Rs. 25
(w), 11 and 15 (p), SHP: 28, THP:
22, FP: 56, Q: 35, Trinella: 152. Fa-
vourite: Knotty Charmer. 
Owners: Mr. Marthand Singh
Mahindra, Mrs. Rina Mahindra,
Mr. P. Prabhakar Reddy & Mr.
Rama Seshu Eyunni. Trainer: S.
Attaollahi.
7. DUDHSAGAR FALLS PLATE (DIV.
I), (1,200M): RUN FOR THE SUN
(Akshay K) 1, Femme Fatale (A.
Ramu) 2, Cool Water (Asirvatham)
3 and Infinite Spirit (P. Siddaraju)
4. Not run: Lockheed. 6, 5-3/4 and
2. 1m 13.71s. Rs. 14 (w), 11, 12 and 15
(p), SHP: 31, THP: 43, FP: 45, Q:
44, Trinella: 151, Exacta: 439. Fa-
vourite: Run For The Sun. 
Owner: Mr. K. Kaliyaperumal.
Trainer: Prasanna Kumar.
8. KUDREMUKH PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,400M): BALMORAL (Akshay K) 1,
Yannick (Antony) 2, Joon
(Sandesh) 3 and Invincible (M.
Rajesh K) 4. 4-1/2, 1/2 and 1-1/4. 1m
26.74s. Rs. 19 (w), 11, 26 and 12 (p),
SHP: 77, THP: 49, FP: 111, Q: 126,
Trinella: 278, Exacta: 3,276. Fa-
vourite: Balmoral. 
Owners: Manjri Horse Breed
Farm Pvt Ltd & M/s. DT Racing &
Breeding LLP. Trainer: S.
Attaollahi.
Jackpot: Rs. 914 (385 tkts); Run-
ner-up: 188 (804 tkts); Treble (i):
256 (42 tkts); (ii): 65 (451 tkts).

Yukan claims the
Rajyotsava Trophy

Dimitrios Diamantakos’
brace �red East Bengal FC
into the knockout stage of
the AFC Challenge League
2024-25 as the ISL side
edged past Nejmeh SC of
Lebanon 3-2 in their �nal
Group A match on Friday.

East Bengal �nished as
the Group A winner on se-
ven points. The Red and
Golds had won 4-0 against
Bashundhara Kings (Ban-
gladesh) and drawn 2-2
with Paro FC (Bhutan) in
their �rst two �xtures.

The result: East Bengal 3 (Musah
8-og, Diamantakos 15, 77) bt
Nejmeh 2 (Opare 18, Monzer 43).

East Bengal in 
AFC Challenge
League quarters

Press Trust of India
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South Africa wins by 
an innings, sweeps Test
series 2-0
South Africa defeated
Bangladesh by an innings
and 273 runs inside three
days and swept the
two-Test series in
Chattogram on Thursday.
Bangladesh lost 16 wickets
on day three and fell to its
second worst defeat,
behind the innings and
310 runs loss to West
Indies in 2002. 
In reply to South Africa’s
575 for six declared,
Bangladesh was all out for
159 just after lunch, forced
to follow on, and bowled
out again for 143 in 44
overs.
The scores:

South Africa 575/6 decl. in 144.2
overs bt Bangladesh 159 in 45.2
overs (Mominul 82, Rabada 5/37)
& 143 in 43.4 overs (Shanto 36,
Mahmud 38, Maharaj 5/59,
Muthusamy 4/45). 

Bopanna and Ebden
lose in quarterfinals
Sixth seeds Wesley
Koolhof and Nikola Mektic
edged out third seeds
Rohan Bopanna and
Matthew Ebden 7-6(13), 7-5
in the doubles
quarter�nals of the
€6,946,835 ATP Masters
tennis in Paris on Friday.
Other results: $267,082 WTA,
Jiujiang, China: Doubles:
Quarterfinals: Guo Hanyu (Chn)
& Moyuka Uchijima (Jpn) bt
Arianne Hartono (Ned) &
Prarthana Thombare 6-4, 6-2.

€ 148,625 Challenger,
Bratislava: Doubles:
Semifinals: Nicolas Barrientos
(Col) & Julian Cash (GBR) bt
Rithvik Bollipalli & Arjun Kadhe
2-4 (retired); Quarterfinals:
Rithvik & Arjun bt Robin Haase
(Ned) & Lucass Medler (Aut) 7-5,
6-4; Lukas Pokorny (Svk) &
Michael Vrbensky (Cze) bt Guido

Andreozzi (Arg) & Sriram Balaji
6-2, 7-5.

$133,250 Challenger, Seoul:
Doubles: Quarterfinals: Nam Ji
Sung (Kor) & Joshua Paris (GBR)
bt Anirudh Chandrasekar & Niki
Poonacha 6-1, 6-3; Saketh Myneni
& Ramkumar Ramanathan bt
Jeong Yeong-Seok & Park Uisung
(Kor) 6-3, 6-1.

$41,000 Challenger,
Brazzaville: Quarterfinals: Filip
Jianu (Rou) bt Karan Singh 6-4,
6-2; Gonzalo Oliveiira (Ven) bt Dev
Javia 6-4, 6-3;
Pre-quarterfinals: Karan Singh
bt Florent Bax (Fra) 5-7, 6-1, 6-3.
Doubles: Semifinals: Bax &
Karan bt Benjamin Lock &
Courtney Lock (Zim) 2-6, 6-3,
[10-5].

$60,000 ITF women, Sydney:
Pre-quarterfinals: Erika Sema
(Jpn) bt Vaidehi Chaudhari 6-7(5),
7-6(3), 7-6(1).

Doubles: Semifinals: Destanee
Aiava & Maddson Inglis (Aus) bt
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty & Vaidehi
6-2, 6-0; Quarterfinals: Shrivalli
& Vaidehi bt Alexandra Bozovic &
Belle Thompson (Aus) 6-4, 7-6(4).

$60,000 ITF women, Hamburg:
Doubles: Semifinals: Riya
Bhatia & Lian Tran (Ned) bt
Conny Perrin (Sui) & Anita
Wagner (BIH) 6-3, 0-6, [10-4];
Quarterfinals: Riya & Lian bt
Jesika Maleckova & Miriam Skoch
(Cze) 7-5, 4-6, [10-5].

Majcen nets brace as
Punjab beats
Chennaiyin
Punjab FC came from
behind to beat Chennaiyin
FC 3-2 in an Indian Super
League (ISL) clash in New
Delhi on Thursday. Punjab
took advantage of a
vulnerable Chennaiyin
defence for three
second-half goals.

Jordan Gil’s two goals for
Chennaiyin were in vain.
The result: 

Punjab 3 (Luka Majcen 46, 48,
Asmir Suljic 70) bt Chennaiyin 2
(Jordan Gil 30, 90+9).

SNAPSHOTS
�

Ruben Amorim was on Friday named as the new
manager of Manchester United. The 39-year-old
Portuguese coach, who won two Primeira Liga
titles with Sporting Lisbon, has signed a deal
until 2027 and will join the club on November 11.
“Manchester United is delighted to announce the
appointment of Ruben Amorim as head coach of
the men’s �rst team,” the club said on its website.

Manchester United names
Amorim as head coach

Arsenal captain Martin Odegaard is in the �nal
stages of recovery from an ankle injury after
nearly two months out, manager Mikel Arteta
said on Friday. He added Odegaard wouldn’t play
against Newcastle in the Premier League on
Saturday but didn’t rule him out of the trip to
Inter Milan in Champions League on Wednesday.
“Now is the stage where he is going to do certain
work with us. Let’s see how he deals with pain
and if his movement is natural enough,” he said.

Odegaard in the �nal stages of
recovery from injury: Arteta
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N
ot often does a teenaged challenger
start as the overwhelming favourite
against the experienced champion. D.
Gukesh is very much conscious of the

fact that most people — including some of the
world’s top players — expect him to beat Ding Li-
ren in the World chess championship match,
which begins in Singapore on November 25.

During a recent online interaction with select
media, including The Hindu, the 18-year-old
made it clear that such expectations did not put
undue pressure on him. “It doesn’t really add
pressure,” he said. “I am glad that people say this

about me and, in general, I am
happy with my form. The

pressure is just playing
in the World cham-

pionship. But there is no additional pressure be-
cause of what people are saying [about my
chances].”

Contrasting runs of form

People are saying so because of two factors: Gu-
kesh enters the World title match after playing
some remarkably solid chess for quite some
time, including a superlative display at the Chess
Olympiad, where he led India to the team gold in
the most convincing of manners; Ding, on the
other hand, has been in awful form and ques-
tions have been raised about his mental health.

The 32-year-old revealed that he had consult-
ed a psychologist. “It doesn’t seem like I’ve been
playing the way I used to,” Ding said in a recent
interview to Singapore’s The Straits Times. “The
assessment is correct and I don’t know if I will ev-
er reach that level again.”

He had taken a nine-month break after be-
coming only the second Asian to win the World
chess championship last year, defeating Russia’s
Ian Nepomniachtchi. “I feel as per normal, the
doctor has given some advice,” he said. “Recent-
ly, I have been playing basketball after dinner,
trying not to give myself too much stress.”

He said he was feeling okay. “Neither good nor
bad,” he elaborated. “I’m not at my lowest and
have walked out of the darkness from the last
one and a half years… I have moved past that
now and I feel like I have been playing decent
chess but have not been winning.”

If you are a fan of Ding, all of that will not
make for easy reading. But it may not be wise to
write him o� easily. 

World No. 2 Hikaru Nakamura has gone on re-
cord saying that Gukesh’s chances against Ding at
the World championship are 80-20. World No. 1
Carlsen has said Gukesh has a signi�cant advan-
tage and that if he strikes �rst, he will win the
match without trouble. The �ve-time World
champion from Norway, whose abdication led to
the crowning of Ding, believes that denying that
�rst strike could work for the Chinese.

The World championship is a long a�air, espe-
cially by today’s standards. But back in 1984-85,
reigning champion Anatoly Karpov took on Gar-
ry Kasparov in an all-Soviet Union battle that
didn’t produce a winner even after �ve months
and 48 games. It took another 24 games in late
1985 before Kasparov began his long reign as the
World champion.

That two-year-long World championship
match was a classic; it was a thriller even, of the
slow-burning variety. Kasparov, in the �rst stage
of the match, was trailing 0-5, and Karpov need-
ed only one more win. But, the younger man
fought back from the brink of defeat and staged
an astonishing �ghtback.

The games played by the two Ks from those
historical matches are still savoured by fans of
classical chess. The Singapore match will be of
much shorter duration.

Rules of engagement

It will be played over 14 games: the player who
scores 7.5 points will be crowned the cham-

pion. If the score remains 7-7, the title
will be decided by tie-breakers, by

playing games of shorter time
controls.

Most people reckon Gukesh might not need
those tie-breakers. The Chennai lad, however, in-
sists he sees it as a match against a strong player.

“And I’m sure he will be coming to the match
with the right spirit and he’ll be trying his best,”
he said during the online chat. “My approach is
to treat every game with the utmost respect and
energy and give it my best.”

He said he had prepared for a possible clash
with Ding at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest, as
India was drawn to play China in the seventh
round. But, China chose to rest Ding for that
match and thus the most anticipated game at the
Olympiad did not happen at all. It would have

been a teaser for the World title match.
“On the rest day before the match against Chi-

na, we thought it was very likely he would play
but there was a slight chance that he might not
want to because he lost the previous round,” said
Gukesh. “I was ready for both scenarios, and it
was not a huge surprise when he decided to rest
that game. It doesn’t make a huge di�erence. Ob-
viously, it’s tough for anyone to play after a loss,
and it’s very understandable that he didn’t want
to play. We already played in the Sinque�eld Cup,
so we got a bit of a teaser before the match.”

That game in the Sinque�eld Cup had ended in
a draw. It was the �fth classical game they were
playing against each other. Two other games had
been drawn, while Ding won twice. Yes, that
means Gukesh hasn’t beaten Ding yet in a classi-
cal game of chess.

In Budapest, China had �elded Wei Yi instead
of Ding for the top board clash against Gukesh.
The way he won that end-game, converting the
small advantage he had slowly into the full point,
is an excellent example of the progress Gukesh
has made as a player. That was Carlsenesque.

Adding a layer

Former World No. 3 Anish Giri told The Hindu

that Gukesh was now a di�erent player. “He has
added a solid layer to his play because he was al-
ways good at generating chances, at going for un-
compromising chess but he didn’t have a solid
backup,” he said. “So now Gukesh is this player
who has two modes. He can create a �ght and try
to do this sort of dog�ght type thing, but he can
also, if he needs a draw, shut you down. That
makes him very strong.”

Gukesh’s strength was very evident when he
won the Candidates tournament — the qualifying
event for the World title match — at Toronto ear-
lier this year. After making it to the event at the
last minute, following the Chennai Grand Mas-
ters, he played superbly to win the Candidates
that featured the likes of Nakamura, Fabiano Ca-
ruana, Nepomniachtchi and compatriots R.
Praggnanandhaa and Vidit Gujrathi.

Gukesh had become the youngest to win the
Candidates. In Singapore, he has an opportunity
to become the youngest World chess champion
in history — that too, by beating Kasparov’s re-
cord by four years.

Gukesh brooks no complacency as he
readies forces for World title assault
The 18-year-old has an opportunity to become the youngest World chess champion, with many observers — including several top players — expecting him to defeat Ding Liren. But

Gukesh isn’t taking the Chinese defending champion, whom he is yet to beat in a classical game, lightly

It doesn’t seem like I’ve been playing the way
I used to. The assessment is correct and I
don’t know if I will ever reach that level again

DING LIREN
World champion

There is no
additional
pressure
because of
what
people are
saying
[about my
chances].
[Ding] will
come with
the right
spirit. My
approach is
to treat
every game
with the
utmost
respect and
energy

GUKESH
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STACKING UP

P.K. Ajith Kumar
GETTY IMAGES

SAINT LOUIS CHESS CLUB/LENNART OOTES

FIDE/STEV BONHAGE

e327682

e327682



S HY-HYECM
YK

THE HINDU 

II Saturday, November 2, 2024
HyderabadWeekend Sport

“A
great bowler can make the ball
talk!”

The wallpaper on his mobile
phone has the text embossed next

to his o�-break-bowling action.
“I keep changing the wallpaper but for the last

few weeks, I have stuck to this,” he says.
They used to pen their frame of mind into a di-

ary once upon a time. For Gen Z, the wallpaper is
a sneak peek into their thought-process. And the
best place to let a cricketer spell out his mindset
is… obviously a cricket ground.

Days after he played a pivotal role in ending
Mumbai’s 27-year wait for the Irani Cup, one sits
down with Tanush Kotian — the lanky all-rounder
from Vikhroli, a Mumbai suburb — at the Sharad
Pawar Cricket Academy ground.

The facility — a breeding ground for age-group
and senior cricketers alike – has been his comfort
zone. But it has taken him a struggle of well over
a decade to earn his comfort zone.

By the time you read this, he will be a member
of India-A — the almost-there group – on its sha-
dow tour of Australia ahead of the Border-Gavas-
kar Trophy. But making it to the national selec-
tors’ targeted pool has been a topsy-turvy ride.

Flashback one

Two years ago, Kotian — who turned 26 last
month — was in unsure territory — the kind of po-
sition that he loves to have a batter in, ball in
hand.

He had emerged as the Player of the Match in
the 2022 Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy �nal, picking
up three for 15 and sealing Mumbai’s win with a
six in the last over. Several franchises called him
for trials ahead of the Indian Premier League
auction. He was billed as one of the possible en-
trants into the crorepati club.

But a few hours before the IPL auction, disas-
ter struck. The franchises were informed that Ko-
tian’s bowling action was seen as “suspect” alth-

ough he had never been reported in any
domestic game. He later discovered that a match
referee, in consultation with the on-�eld um-
pires, had found just one ball suspicious during
the SMA Trophy.

Kotian was never barred from bowling, but
that was it! The franchises’ interest dropped.

“Now when I look back, I realise that the
whole episode triggered my will to suc-
ceed at any cost. Someone else may
have dropped his shoulders after such
an episode but I got more determined
to prove all my detractors wrong and
show my real mettle,” says Kotian.

Earlier in 2022, Kotian — along with
fellow all-rounder Shams Mulani — had
bailed Mumbai out of a precarious situa-
tion against Goa in the Ranji Trophy. That
innings of 98 set Mumbai on course for the �-
nal and dispelled all the doubts over whether
he had it in him at a higher level.

Flashback two

A majority of cricketers in India — especially in
Mumbai — are made because of their fathers
wanting their kids — not just sons now, thank-
fully — to achieve what they couldn’t.

Tanush was no di�erent. Karunakar — a
legend in tennis-ball cricket, ‘tennis cricket’
in Bambaiya parlance — was a formative in-
�uence. Like his father, a young Tanush
used to hit the ball hard and run in and
bowl as fast as he could. But the youngster
gradually developed a fondness for turn-

ing the ball. And unlike most pushy fathers, Karu-
nakar let him be.

“He has always been supportive, never pushy,”
stresses Tanush. “And him being a cricketer has
always been a help. He has helped me analyse my
game better. And he knows what’s going through
my head after a good or a bad day at the ground.”

Switching to a “cricket school” — the VN Sule
Guruji School in Dadar — in the seventh grade
made him realise the hard yards he needed to put
in. “Till then, I was among the better ones in and
around Vikhroli. Once I started playing in the top-
tier of inter-school, I realised that I was one
among dozens of cricketers who were competing
to break into Mumbai’s age-group teams. I had to
work harder than ever before if I had to survive
�rst, and then succeed, at that level.”

Working hard was never going to be a pro-
blem, especially for a teenager willing to spend 13
to 14 hours away from home every day in his
quest to convert his passion into a profession.

Flashback three

Given these struggles, it was no surprise that Ka-
runakar shed tears of happiness at the Wankhede
Stadium this March. Tanush had not only helped
Mumbai regain the Ranji Trophy but was also ad-
judged the Player of the Tournament.

“That has been his proudest moment so far. I
just hope he will have a few more moments to sa-
vour in the next few years,” says Tanush.

A return of 502 runs — including a hundred
while batting at No. 10 — and 29 wickets catapult-
ed him into national reckoning. It also led Rajas-
than Royals to sign him, as a replacement for
Adam Zampa, a welcome turn of events after the
snub of 2022.

Kotian got just one opportunity to showcase
his talent, that too as an opening batter, and
wasn’t required to bowl. But right through those
two months, he chased the three senior spinners
— “Ash bhai, Yuzi bhai and Keshav” — for what he
terms “learnings for a lifetime”.

“Those two months were an education. When
you have Ashwin, Chahal and Maharaj to learn
from — not just by watching them prepare and
bowl but even available to chat and help you out
in the nets — what more can you ask for?”

The present: batting or bowling
all-rounder?

While he was thrilled with his IPL experience, the
manner in which he was utilised against Punjab
Kings in April also led to murmurs in Indian crick-
et circles about whether he was a batting or bow-
ling all-rounder.

The man himself wasn’t surprised. After all, he
had been dealing with such queries ever since he

broke into Mumbai’s under-14 squad in 2013.
Early in his career, when he started
visiting coach Rajesh Sanil’s nets for
batting drills, Sanil gave him advice

that he has etched onto his mind.
“Rajesh Sanil sir told me it doesn’t

matter what number you are batting at,
treat yourself as a batsman and build
your innings accordingly. Even while
bowling, he and Pappa [father] tell me
to think like a batter so that I can set

the batter up.
“In short, all along I have been

told and have thought that I don’t
want to be a batting all-rounder
or a bowling all-rounder. No
one should take me lightly in
any department. Call me a 50-
50 or whatever, I want to be a
complete batter and a com-
plete spinner.”

As Kotian leaves to pick up
his kit-bag, one can’t help but
think that, given the challenges
he has overcome so far and his
simple, clear approach to
cricket, the 26-year-old will do

everything in his power to
achieve that ambition.

I want to be a complete batter and a complete
spinner: Tanush Kotian’s mission statement

The Mumbai all-rounder’s consistent match-winning feats have catapulted him into national reckoning. Judging by the challenges he has

overcome so far, as well as his clear-headed approach to cricket, the 26-year-old will be keen to test himself on India-A’s tour of Australia

I was one
among
dozens of
cricketers
competing
to break into
Mumbai’s
age-group
teams. I had
to work
harder than
ever before
if I had to
survive �rst,
and then
succeed

Amol Karhadkar

The life of the top-flight manag-
er isn’t enviable. Sure, you have
the money, the fame, the joy —
if you’re into that sort of thing
— of trying to ‘solve’ football,
even the power to tell super-
stars exactly where to park

their egos.
But your failings are embar-

rassingly public, you have ‘pun-
dits’ questioning your every
move and, most uncomfortable
of all, you know you’re just a
string of poor results, or some-
times only a capricious owner’s
whim, away from the sack.

Erik Ten Hag’s time at Man-

chester United ended this
week, after a troubled start to
the season left the 20-time En-
glish champion languishing in
the Premier League and Europa
League amid major upheaval at
the club. 

The Dutch coach oversaw a
spending spree in the transfer
market and won two domestic

cups in his two and a half years
before paying the price for Un-
ited’s worst start to a season.

This unfortunately apt pho-
tograph of a bubble popping on
Ten Hag’s head is from last sea-
son’s visit to West Ham; his end
came after last weekend’s trip
to the Hammers’ home, which
ended in a 2-1 defeat.

Bubble bursts
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